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EDITORS’NOTi 



this issue brings you the extraordinarily humane vision and philosophy 
of Maria IVJontessnri; and a story about Nuntma Shuttle, a school lhal 
curries 1 ht- it warding but energy -intensive Montcssort method all the way 
through Grade 12. 

We laud the spirit and enterprise of I wo young women who aspire to give 
Indian history a child- friendly and exciting makeover - Dakshayini 
Gowda with her hands-on museums, and Roopa Pas wihh her historical 
walks. 

Gouri f>ange talks about the importance of having your child do 
absolutely not king now and I hen, Ashish Rujpul shares the heart warming 
aftermath of prickly conversations with his nine-year old. and Tulika 
books' Radhika Menon talks about the future of children's book 
publishing. 

This content list hopes to firmly place children where they rmiy belong - 
ar the centre nf the universe! 


Amruta Pari! Luke iiaokip 
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Mindflelds aims at making the realm of 
learning accessible to everyone. Every 
quarter, we bring you ideas and original 
writing from the world over in a format that 
is as compelling as it is colourful and easy to 
understand. 




For only Rs 200, you can get a 1 year 
subscription and become a supporter of 
Mindfields. If you like what you read, why 
not gift a subscription to a friend? 

You can also subscribe online at: 
w ww.mi ndfields J n 
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[ have never let my schooling interfere with my education 

Mar A* Tivain 


An Unusual Opportunity 

At The Heritage School, we look at education as an inviting and exciting journey into new worlds of 
intellectual, emotional and spiritual learning, We have chosen the path of educating our children as 
opposed to just schooling them, We understand that children need to explore, be engaged, have 
fun and be empowered to discover new worlds of learning, 


We are looking for: 

SENIOR PROGRAM LEADER 

Leaders with a deep understanding of curriculum 
and pedagogy and previous experience in su perns- 

mg Uoctd Cf-ti^cs; and art ability tg inspire mid mir 

ture their team, 

PGT'S/ TGT'S 

For English, Social Studies, Science (Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology), Math, Economics, Accounts, 
Commerce, Psychology, 

EDUCATORS FOR THE JUNIOR PROGRAM 

For classes Nursery Grade 3 

ACTIVITY 

Physical Education teachers for Football, TT r 
Basketball. Swimming Instructors, Mu sic/ Dance 
teachers (Indian and Western), Art Teachers 


ADMINISTRATION 

Receptionist, System Administrator, Librarian, Lab 
Assistant, Computer Engineer (Hardware), Clerks/ 

m'r, 

SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
SPECIAL EDUCATOR 

(For NIOS classes) trained in LD and Autism 

Mail or drop your resume with a ewer note telling us 
'What are you looking for in the school?' 

THE HERITAGE SCHOOL 

C/o BCC Infrastructure, D 101, Global Business Park, 
MG Road, Gurgaon 
or email; reenjitmentUisigmail.com 
(mention position you apply for in subject) 

Pti: (0124) 2855124-126,9810787793 ' 


MAIL BOM 


FROM A SCHOOL OWNER 

Being associated with iDisroveri 
Ibr over '£ years, l am pleased 
with die 'Mindfiehis' initiative. 
Being a school owner ] can see 
die kind of effect your journal 
can have on school owners, 
educators and others who are 
concerned with education. 

Harsh Marihfifc 
Executive Director 
Sunbeam Group- of Schouls 
and Collages, Vara nasi 

LESSONS FROM AMAK CHITRA KATHA 

The content of I he magazine is 
informative. As a librarian l was 
Impressed by ihe article MMot Just 
Telling Stories' by Lalitha 
Visweswaran, Et gave me many 
ideas lo improve the reading 
skills of children using Anrmr 
C’hiira Kathas, Thank you very 
much Tor publishing such a 
magazine in India. 

VasumaShr iayaraman 
Ashok Ley land SClibul, 
Hosur, Karnataka 

AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME 

Have read a couple of issues of 
Mind fields. Liked the comenis 
very much. In Ibci, after 10 years 
of corporate life and 1 re! i ring 1 as 
VP (Sales and Marketing) of a 
US-based company. 1 have now 
formed my own company to 
allow my passions - educaiinn 
and corporate training - to 
blossom. This is an idea whose 
Mine has enme [for in eh I would 
like to be Mind 11 elds contributor, 
Jones Mathew 
By email 


It's interesting ro see young 
authors from diflVrerii walks of 
life write in ii on various aspects 
of life i ha I arc di redly related to 
us ns brothers, sisters, uncles, 
aunties or even future parents. 
It’s a total reorientation about 
how we are used in looking at 
edueaiiom knowledge and life. 

Tshedng Chonzom, 
Phd Candidate. 

Centre for East Asian Studies, 
Jawahartal Mehru Ufrivcrsity, 
New Delhi 

PREACHING TO THE CHOIR? 

Enjoyed both the Issues of 

Mind fields. As with all such 
endeavours, [ just wonder (E hope 
I’m wrong, though) wbelher one 
lands up preaching to the 
converted. 

Tin thinking of the accountant 
who asked me l he other day if 1 
didn't want to take my sun mu nf 
the school he was in because 
without exams lie wmddifi be 
able lo do well later in life. I'm 
thinking of ihe parents of 
children in this school who sent 
I heir kids for tuitions, abacus 
classes, tenuis, painting, cursive 
writing, drama. pottery, 
gymnastics, as if a child wilboul 
organised lime is a neglected 
one. I low does Mind fields 

address these people? 

And T did already tell you. didn't 
J. thul we loved ihe scientist- 
toy maker Arvind Gupia? 

S. Swami 
Hyderabad 


REORIENTING O UR VIEW 

Especially after TZP [Taare Zameen 
Par), J think everybody is inures led 
in ihe subject of alternative 
education, Arid rhis magazine. 
Mind fields, is awesome. 


OD YOU HAVE OtmQUE TO OFFER fejGIA 
STORIf IDEA D U SPERIf KCE VQB'D LIKE TO 
SHAKE? WE'D MM TO HEAR FROM TDD. 
MAIL US AT: EDFrDR@MINDFIELK.JN 
SELECTED LETTERS Will $£ PUBLISHED IN 
MHDfT ISSUE OF MIHDFIELDS. 
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The child-centred universe 

of Maria Montessori 

She was a renaissance woman in the truest sense of the word. It is a mark of Maria 
Montessori’s vision that her ideas - once deemed radical and perplexing - have come 
to signify ‘common sense' to progressive educators the world over. 


TFXT: MINDF1ELDS TEAM F I term Moiltessorf makes its 
FHnTQ£ wiMOnCLDS TfAto, riiAMMA s*tti if I a pp l‘;j ra nee on su lid iy 

A playschool signboards across 
urban imri small-town India, Mosl of 
the places run on a loose 
approximation of ihe Montessori 
Meihod. The woman who lends her 
name to Ihe melhod is largely 
unkno wn outside I be circle of 
educators. 


to join medical school - she was nui 
permitted to work wilh cadavers 111 
mixed company - but Mon lesson 
went on to become the first Italian 
woman to receive a Coctotate in 
Medicine. A deeply spirilual person 
who was also a meticulous scientific 
mind - Montessori was a vocal 
feminist long before it became a 
fashionable thing In be, 


There are many reasons why 
Alessandro Montessori and Ken side 
StoppauKs daughter Maria 
Mon lesson [31 s1 August 1870 6 dl 
May i yS2) counts as a renaissance 
woman. Born in Chianivalle, Italy, 

I h c i rrep less i b ly free- s] ) i ri t ed 

Montessori grew up dreaming of 
becoming a physician when most 
little girls n round her wanted lu he 
teachers or nuns. Many a societal 
Icnlber was ruffled by her derision 


What Montessori remains besi 
known for. though, is her philosophy 
ahoul how children learn through 
meaningful experience. Montessori 's 
work in the realm of education 
slanted with children with 
developmcnl disabilities at I he 
Orthophrenic School of Rome. She 
was inlrigued with the idea of 
educating ihe uneducabie\ and 
rnelhndicaJly studied her disabled 
studems ("labeled id io Is" or 
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“mentally defective 1 " by most] to 
ev ol vt ’ ways I u fie vei op 

i u dependence an d aeademi c 

11 nderstan d i n g. The u mq u v 

environ men I and experiences she 
created brought about a sea change 
in i he lives ni' these? children 
MontcssmTs greal success earned her 
naiiortal recognition. She was 
convinced that the principles used to 
work wilh children with 
development disabilities would work 
wo n d rrs wi 1 h all chi Id rem 

Mo mess on found the rigidity of 
schools with I heir rows ulsiraighi- 
baeked benches, subservient children, 
and autocratic teachers - oppressive 
and detrimental to learning. Her own 
ideas on education sprang from a 
combination of scientific training, 
i n sen si ve an d hi n g-ei i n I i n u cd s I lj d_y of 
educational problems, empathy and 
intuition and a broad social on i look. 

For someone whose method relies so 
heavily on observation and 
documentation, Montessori was ihe 
Firs i to ad mi I ihat cold scientific' ideas 
would achieve naught unless 


tempered by humanitarian ism. 

Learning called for the kind of 
relationship anti hive bclwccri a 
teacher and child, that simply could 
not exist between a student of 
zoology and his specimens, A good 
le ocher. Montcssorl fell, must be 
characterized by a deep connection 
with, and love for human beings, and 
I he natural world. “I liken the effects 
of these [early] lessons to the 
impressions of one who walks quietly, 
happily, l h rough a wood, alone, and 
thoughtful letting Ins inner life 
unfold freely/ she noted. 

At the heart of MontessorTs ideology, 
lies the observation of children’s 
needs. Ra flier than teaching 1 
concepts, an environment is designer! 
to si i mu bile ihe child's InlcreSE Lind 
facilitate his understanding and 
I ea rn i n g ca pac i i i es s po n t a 1 1 e < ms I y . 

“In my methods, the teacher reaches 
little and observes much,' wrote 
Mon I essorfi k.. above silk il is her 
fund ion indirect the psychic activity 
of the children and their physiological 
develop men IT 
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1 1 is u mark of Muni essod's vision ihai 
Ideas like "follow the Child", once 
deemed radical anti perplexing, have 
come lo signify ‘common sense' to 
progressive educators the world over- 

Maria Mo n lessor i wrote prolifically, 
and documented her experiences 
throughout her life. Her hooks art 1 si 111 
essential reading for people i uteres red 
In understanding and educating 
children. TIil l w riling is clear und wise 
- replete with observations, insights, 
anecdotes and parables. 

Almost hundred and forty years after 
her birth, Maria Montessnri's ideas are 
the foundation of an educational 
movemenl lliaL lias lakeri root 
worldwide. * 


Montessori in India 


An Indian teacher was sent by the 
erstwhile state of Mysore to attend 
Moniessorrs lirsl inSemational course 
in 1913. By late 1930s, Montessori s 
educational meihnds had stnricd 
ujking mot in India. Maria Montessori. 
was invited to India by George 
A run dale [then pres idem of ihe 
Tlumo phi cal Socieiy of India) and his 
wife, the maverick danseuse Rukmini 
Devi. Mem tessori. aeeeplvd ihe 
invIlalioiL In 1940. at the age of 
seventy, she journeyed to India with 
her son Mario, and made Adyar her 
home for almost a decade. 

Within months uf thdr arrival, WWI1 
started in Europe, As Italian citizens, 
Maria and her son were in enemy 



ftkriuMoalmnri erd her m ttdritt 


territory in British India - and this 
even resulted In a brief imprisonment 
for Mario. Mother and son spcnl ihe 
duration of war in lndla + traveling all 
over. In India, Montessori found a 
willing learning parlner for her ideas 
and pedagogy - unlike the skepticism 
that it met. 

She recumed to Holland in 1946, and 
was to visit India one hi si rime in 
1949. A Tier Monlcssnris’ departure., 
schools that had liseen started in 
forties began in lose their way amidsi 
i he social and political turbulence of 
early independence. 
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Excerpts from Maria Montessori’s Writing 

Her philosophy and approach remains remarkably fresh and in tune with modern minds. 


ON CLASSROOM FURNISHING 

The novelty 1 5 is in my idea for rile 
use of open-air space which is io 
he in direct com mu Plication with 
the school mum, so I hat the 
children may be free lo go and 
come as they like, throughout the 
entire day. (One) modification in 
the matter of school furnishings is 
I he abolilion of 
desks, and 

benches or 

stationary chairs. 


1 have had tables 
made with wide; 
solid, octagonal 
legs* spreading in 
such a way llial 
the tables are at the same time 
solidly Urn; and very light so light, 
indeed, lhai i wo four-year old 
children can easily carry them 
about These lahles are rectangular 


mm, THE ENVIRONMENT MUST 
BE A LIVING ONE, DIRECTED BY A 
HIGHER INTELLIGENCE, ARRANGED 
BY AN ADULT WHO IS PREPARED 
FOR {HER} MISSION 


and sufficiently large In 
accommudale two children along 
[he long side, there being room for 
three if they sit rather close 
log cl her. There are smaller tables at 
which one child can work alone r 

I also designed and manufactured 
little chairs. My prsi plan for ihese 
weis ro have them cane sea Led, but 
experience has 
shown the wear 
on these to he so 
great * ha i I now 
have chairs made 
entirely of wood. 
These arc very 
light a ltd of an 
arirnctlve shape. 
In addilion in 
ihese, I have in each schoolroom a 
number of comfortable hide 
armchairSr some of wood and some of 
wicker. A no I her piece of our school 

furniture consists of a In lie 
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wnshsl and, so low ih a! il can be used 
by even a 1 h tee-year- u Id child,.. 

In each of u u r sclioolruorns we 
Lave provided a series of long low 
cupboards, especially designed for 
the reception of the didactic 
materials. The doors of these 
cupboards open easily, a rid ibc care 
of I he materials is confided Lo the 
children. The tops of these cases 
fu mi s h m oni fn r polled plains, 
small aquariums, or for the various 
toys with which the children arc 
allowed In play freely. We have 
ample blackboard space, and these 
boards are SO hums as to be easily 
used by I he smithes? child.. 

Above the blackboards arc hung 
a 1 1 ra e i i v e pi e I u res s e h osc u 

carefully, representing scenes in 
which children would na In rally he 
interested,.. 

DN PRIZES AND PUNISHMENT 

Prizes and punish men Is are— I he 
instrument of slavery for she spirit 


I he prize and the punishment are 
incentives toward unnalnral or 
fu rce d e I Tori. TIT i e j o e ke y o ffe rs a 
piece of sugar lo his horse before 
jumping Inin l he saddle,, ihe 
coachman beats his horse thaT he 
may respond to the signs given by 
the reins; a nth yel, rich her of these 
runs so superbly as the free horse 
of the plains. And here, in the case 
of education, shall man place the 
yoke upon man? 

ON UNRULY CHILDREN 

The child, like every sitting 
creature fighting for the right to 
live, rebels against whatever 
offends that oecull Impulse within 
him which is the voice of nature, 
and which he ought to obey; and 
he shows by vinleni actions, by 
screaming and weeping that lie has 
been overborne and forced away 
I'm in his mission in life. 

lie shows himself to he a rebel* a 
revolutionist., an iconoclast againsl 
those who do not understand him 


and who, fancying (hai ? hey arc 
helping him, arc really pushing him 
backward in the highway of life. 
Thus even l he ad nil who loves him. 
rivets u bout Ills neck another 
calumny, confusing his defence nl' 
his moles led, life wilh a Aunt of 
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Innate naughtiness characteristic of 
little children. 

The cEiiM who throws himself on the 
writing" pari, the cover to ihe ink-well, 
and s oc I j ol ?j cc L.s h a J ways si ru gg l i i tg i ri 
vain to attain his desire, always 
hindered and (hwartc L ii by people 
stronger I hull he, always exeilcd untl 
weeping over the failure of his 
desperate c firms, is wasting nervous 
force. Ills parents Lire mistaken iflhey 
think that such a child ever gets any 
real rest, jusi as ihey arc mistaken 
when they call "naughty" the link- 
man longing for the foundations of his 
in Le Henna I edifice. 

The children in on r schools are the 
ones who an really ill rcsl r union I iy 
and blessedly free to i;ikc out and 
pui back in their right places or 
grooves, the geunnelric H gores 
offered to their instinct for highei 
sel I -develop men I ; and they, rejoicing 
in the most entire spiritual calm, 
have no notion that thdr eyes and 
hands are ini I inti rig them into (lie 
mysteries of a new language. 


The majority of our children 
become cal in as they go through 
such exercises, because their 
nervous system is ai resh Then we 
say that such children are quiet and 
good; external discipline, so 
eagerly sought after in ordinary 
schools is more than achieved, 

UN OBEDIENCE 

Often (and this is another 
misconception} we think all we need 
to do, to obtain a voluntary action 
from a child, is In order him It) do il. 
We pretend that this phenomenon of 
a forced voluntary action exists, and 
we cull l his pretext, ’’the obedience 
of the child." 1 

There springs up u consequence ol 
tiiis. childish timidity, which is a 
moral malady acquired hy a will 
which ernild not develop... 

The children in our schools are 
never timid. One of (heir most 
fascinating qualities is the frankness 
will i which they ireuE people, wilh 


which ihey go on working in the 
presence of others, and showing 
their work frankly.. - 

That moral monstrosity, u repressed 
and timid child, who is at his ease 
nowhere except alum* wilh his 
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playmate because his will-power 
weis allowed io gruw only iri the 
shade, disappears in out schools. 

ON DISCIPLINE 

The first objection which will 
prefers | iisdf lo I he minds tif 
persons accustomed to the old -time 
methods of discipline: ihc children 
in these schools, moving about, 
will overturn che little tables and 
chairs, producing noise unrl 
disorder; bul I his is :i prejudice 
which lias long existed in the 
minds of those dealing with li.llle 
children, and for which there is no 
real foundation.,. 

Discipline must come through 
liberty. It is a (difficult) principle 
for lIk- followers of eurnnion- 
school methods to understand. 
How shall one obtain discipline in 
a class of free children? 

...In nut system, we have a con cep i 
uf discipline very different from 
that commonly accepted. If 
discipline is founded upon liberty, 
the discipline itself must 
necessarily be active. We do not 


consider an individual disciplined 
only when he has been rendered as 
artificially silenr as a mute and as 
immovable as a para. lytic. He is an 
individual annihilated, nol 
disciplined... 

The tfi.sk of she critical or lies in 
seeing thaS she child does not 
confound good with immobility 
and evil wiih aclivily + as u fieri 



happens in Ihe case of the old-lime 
discipline. Our aim. Is to discipline 
for activity, for work, for good : not 
for immobility, nol for passivity, 
nol fur obedience. A room in which 
all the children move about 
u sc fu E ly t m I c 1 1 i gen I ly ^ a n d 
voluntarily, without committing 
any rough or rude act, would seem 
\u me a classroom very well 
disciplined Indeed. 

We e; nmol k no w L he cu n seq Lie n ecs 
i>f suffocating.. .spontaneous action 
ai the rime when the child is just 
beginning Lo be active! perhaps we 
suffocate life itself, 

ON EHL ROLL OF THtLTEACHEfl 

The lessons are individual, and 
brevity must be one of their chief 
characteristics, Dante gives 
cxtcllenl advice lo I cac hers when 
he says. Met thy words be 
counted/' The more carefully we 
cul a way useless words, I he more 
perfect will become the lesson. 

Another characteristic quality of 
the less on.,, is Its simplicity, ft must 
be stripped of Fill lhal is nol 
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FEATURES OF THE MONTFSSORI 
METHOD: 

CJiiMfEn are s&sn as competent beings, 
encouraged to ma^e decisions 

ftH&oilum Development is based on 
enervation lhc child in a prepared 
erwironmenE 

Creation of a carehilSy-plannetk child-swed 
Pistil eFivironmenl (with chihd -sized 
lumfLure etc) so produce a self-running 
'ihi dren's microcosm 

Emphasis on the 'absorbent mind' - the 
limitless motivation of the young child to 
achieve competence over hu or her 
environment and to perfect his or her skills 
and undemanding as they occur within 
each sefrSi'^B period 

riHi rale of seif-CDtrectitig 'auto- didactic' 
material 


absolute truth. fhal the teacher 
ttnisl riul lose herself ill vain words, 
is included in lhc ilrsi quality of 
conciseness; this second, then, is 
closely related to the first: I hoi is, 
the carefully chosen words must be 
she most simple !l is possible to 
li od t and must refer lo Lhc truth. 
The third quality of rhe lesson is its 
objectivity... 

In the giving of such lessons rhe 
fundamental guide must he the 
method of observation, in which is 
included and understood the liberty 


of the child. So the teacher shall 
observe whether lhc child in I crests 
himself In the object how he is 
im.crcsicd in it for how long, etc., 
even noticing lhc expression of his 
face. And she must take great care 
not io offend the principles of 
liberty, for, if she provokes the 
child to make an urmylura] el fort, 
she will oo longer know what is the 
spontaneous activity nf the cllild .. 

...To measure one's own activity, to 
make it conform so lb esc standards 
of clearness, brevity and truth, is 
pracf [rally a very difficult matter, 

ON NATURE AND LEARNING 

When lhc children pul a seed til to 
the ground, and wait until it 
fructifies* and see the first 


THE LESSON MUST BE 
PRESENTED IN SUCH AWAY 
THAT THE PERSONALITY OF 
THE TEACHER SHALL 
DISAPPEAR. THERE SHALL 
REMAIN ...ONLV THE OBJECT 
TO WHICH SHE WISHES TO 
CALL THE ATTENTION OFTHE 
CHILD. 


appearance of the shapeless plant, 
and wait for the growth and the 
tra ns formal ions inio fiower and 
fruit, and see how some plants 
sprout sooner and some later, and 
bow the deciduous plants have a 
rapid fife, and the fruit trees u 
slower growl h r they end by 
acquiring ;i peaceful equilibrium of 
conscience, and absorb lhc firs! 
germs of that wisdom which so 
characterised the tillers of the soil 
in the time when they siili kepi 
their primitive simplicity. 

...The difference between the 
products of nature and those of 
industry „ between divine pro dur Is 


and human products -it is Ebis that 
must he born spontaneously in the 
child's enn science- .The child 
follows the natural way of 
development of the human race. Lii 
short, such edueaiion makes the 
evolution of the individual 
harmonise with lltal of humunily. 
The action of educative nature so 
understood is very practically 
accessible. .J i will always be 
possible to find a few square yards 
of land I ha t may hr cultivated, or 
a Fittle place where pigeons can 
make I heir nest, things sufficient 
for spiritual education. Even a pot 
of flowers at the window can... 
fulfil the purpose, 

ON INDEPENDENCE 

We habitually serve children: and 
this is not only an acl of servility 
toward them, but it is dangerous, 
since it Lends to suffocate their 
useful, spontaneous acisvity-.-The 
mother who feeds her child wTlhoui 
making ihe least effort to teach 
hint to hold lhc spoon lor himself 
and to try to find bis mouth with 
tE.. .offends the fundamental human 
dignity of her son.. .she treats him 
as if he were a doll, when he is, 
in si cad, a (person) confided by 
nature to her care. 

Who does not know tbai to teach a 
child to feed himself, to wash and 
dress himself, is a murh more 
tedious and difficult work, culling 
for infinitely greater patience, than 
feeding, washing and dressing ihe 
child one’s self ? 

...Not only is h easier for lhc 
mother, but it is very dangerous for 
she child, since it doses the way 
and puls obstacles in lhc pash nf 
the life which is developing... We 
must make nf the future 
generation, powerful men, and by 
that we mean men who are 
imlepcndenl anti fnre. ■ 
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THIS IS NAMMA SHAALE 

Narnma Shaiilc (the name means 'our school' in Kannada] is a Bangalore-based 
school, unique in imparting Moniessori-based education all the way through Grade 
12. We visited the beautiful precincts oT the school and spoke to Rama Reddy, the 
unassuming force behind this twelve-year-old effort. 


u:p as m TO m leu ta m \ WHAr WERE YfrOR LARLV YEARS LI KE7 

AOUiNONAf .PHOTOS- NAWWSHMl I 

l lost my father when 3 was eight yeans old. I was sent In Vfdy- 
odaya, a residrniiaf school in Chennai from Jrci grade ic> 9th 
grade. Uni if that lime, I had lived in a small town, and ^poke mi 
English. I flidn t like studies ~ J did really badly in academics. In 
retrospect* the hoarding school years were very valuable in 
Terms of exposure, I gn( to interact with students frum differem 
countries, and from different pans offndia. Bui school w^s re- 
ally overwhelming for me everything aboui it. Then my 
mot beg my three sisters and I moved to Hyderabad and set up 
base there. 
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HOW mm DECIDE TO STARTS SCHOOL? 

1 have a background in home science 
and child development from Hyder- 
abad College of Home science. The 
decision 10 Man a school came about 
late - and was motivated in pari by 
i hr fan that my sons were In a 
school l ha I lb I lowed the Mpntessori 
ideology. I liked what I saw, and de- 
cided lo undergo Montessori train- 
ing, A friend of mind said, ’‘Why 
don't we run a school?" and I 
I hough, “Why not?”. Some years 
down Lite line, my friend op led out. 
and J took the project forward. 

We have an informal imsi I hat runs 
Mamma Shaale - individuals canned 
mn a school. I do most of the work 
and I he fa mily is involved in some 
way or the other. My father-in-law 
helped out with construction and 
gardening, my mol her teaches em- 
broidery on Monday and Tuesdays. 


This (gestures towards the green 
surroundings) used he agricultural 
land first - where jo war and id her 
(Try crops were grown. But the walet 
table was bad* and people gave up. 
When we took over there wasn't a 
single tree here. All these trees have 
been planlcd by us. 

My husband [Mails Reddy, a me- 
chanical engineer) and I designed 
the buildings, l'm sure an architect 
enn make a long list of everything 
we have done wrong, (laugh si but 
we didn't want to rely oil an archs- 
Irct | spend a lot of time with chil- 
dren, and gel all my directions from 
there. So when wc were planning 

WHEN WE WERE PLANNING THE 
SPACE, I INSTINCTIVELY KNEW 
WHAT NEEDED TO BE DONE, 


she space, I inslirulively knew what 
was needed Lo be done, Thera- was a 
simple clarity to ii all. 

TELL US ABOUT THE WORKINGS OF THE 
SCHOOL . 

N a min a Shank* is self sustained - 
and have been for the Iasi A years 
for i he running cost at least. The fee 
works out to about Rs. I SOO a 
monih. Some children don’t pay 
anything ai alb some pay a smaller 
amount Whatever sum u patent can 
afford to pay, we pin it down on 
paper, and stick to it. 

All the teachers here are Montessori 
trained. We are a team - hut we are 
an accountable learn. We can walk 
in and walk out of any each uihers’ 
class • i ha i is loudly welcome. If 
something is nos working on I other 
teachers help out. Parents come in 
and ct m m hu t e o n r p are nt tea ch es 
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school - all we get is from 8: JO am 
U} jili'Jfl pm I here Eire loo few hours 
in waslei After all, school is not 
about you arid me. It s all about the 
child. 

We have a very systematic, efficient 
record keeping .system here, and a 
small troupe of about eighty kids. 
Children need to go through the en- 
tire Montessori curriculum, right 
from I he begi nning. Which means 
that we do not admit kids in the mid- 
dle of their school years. They join 
Lhc school li I the age of two and a 
half, and continue. Some kids have 


HOW TH E METHOO TRANSLATE I NTO CLASSROOM 
EXPERIENCE? 

Fo a lay person, the Montessori 
method can come across as very the 
orcEkal and prop- intensive. Maria 
Montessori was a doctor by training, 
and her methods are very clinical 
and observation based. Anri ah 
"techniques' are derived from these 
sci entitle observations made by var- 
ious people and Montessori herseSF. 
At Face value, some of die ubserva- 
i inns ran sound quite strange - and 
you wonder, “Docs this realty Imp 
pen?" And when it does, it feels 


THE LEARNING UNFOLDS SLOWLY, BEAUTIFULLY - YOU CANNOT PREDICT 
HOW FAST CHILDREN WILL LEARN ABOUT A CONCEPT OR AN IDEA. THERE 
ARE INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES, fT ISN'T LIKE AN ASSEMBLY LINE. 


yoga to the eJcmcntaiy every morn- 
ing. 

Initially, Ihe school ran wilhoul she 
concept of 'school principal’. H VVc 
have decided to walk tins path to- 
gether.' we thought, ‘there is no ne-tsi 
for hierarchy. Bui il didn’t work out 
so well. We realised that each of us 
was walking on a path, hul they wen' 
all individual paths that had nothing 
to do with each other. It became im- 
portant lohreak these individualistic 
walls. Otherwise loo ninth Lime is 
spent deliberating things, going to 
and fro, getting into ego tussles, 
lighting. We aren’t a residential 


dropped out along the way, and con- 
sequently, older classes have lower 
numbers than the younger ones. 

The ratio here is one adult for iwcmy 
five children - some schools have an 
assistant teacher in every class, hul 1 
don’t think it is a good idea, flic snore 
adults you have in a room, the more 
they \fi ,r - in the children's way! The 
medium of instruction here is English 
for the older children. With the 
younger ones, we interact in as many 
languages as the teacher can manage. 
So you'll hear Kannada being spoken, 
and Hindi, English, Telugu. 


Ilke such a tea formal inn. 

So. when you run a shoo! - you are 
armed with the theory and your 
basic understanding, huE every day 
is a fresh start, and you have to make 
your own way. Maria Montessori 
ihoughl of the school si s li lab where 
everything had to 3>e carefully set ap. 
To conduct an experiment you have 
to gel all things in place; or you 
won't geL your readings right. The 
physical space matters a lot the 
teacher's demeanour and expressions 
matter a lot,. .the derails are very im- 
portant 
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When you know a concept l ike addi- 
iion you can apply i|fo anything in 
Lhe world - \mi I realized ill's it stunt" 
years of observation that a child cat) 
p rad Fee a millirin addition sums, but 
NilsS docs 1 1 ' I guarantee thru she will 
be able to apply ihe concept of addi- 
iLtin *o a very small real-life situa- 
lion. 

Two of our students were working on 
exponents - and happened it) dis- 
cover logarithm tables in the process, 
without knowing what the lerm for 
these nuEisbcr-rciat [unships was. 
When I told them that They we re- 
called logarithm rabies, the children 
said, 11 Wow. Smnclmrly has adually 
done this before, Why didn't you id I 
us if you knew thatf Their fiinda- 
rn c n 1 a I s 1 1 it ri ghl, l h cy h aye a rri ved 
at formulas all by I hern. selves. It is 
lovely to see the children bump into 
ilia I k i 11 e I of sel J'-i I j$co vc red it ml c r- 
standi tig. 

You ran see I he same thing happen 
will i language. Wc don't force read 
i jig and writing - it is supposed 
o be a naturally occurring process. In 
M oil E esst > ri h l r i g u i ige i I is ca 1 1 ed "ex • 
plosion into writing". One day you 
will see i he child write, read - so you 
wail for an explosion In happen. It 
typically happens at four-and-hatf 
years for writing, and at about five 
for reading. 

The learning unfolds slowly, beau El- 
lul ly hul you can rani really predicl 


how Iasi I hey may Irani or come to 
that understanding about a concept 
or an idea. There are individual dif- 
ferences, il Isifi like cin assembly 
line. Tor some child it may happen 
earlier, for others, a year or two later. 
Bui then’ is a rui off point, ffil does- 
n't happen, we Verbalize a Ml Me bit 
more with material. 

DO *0U NEED 10 IMPRECISE ON EXISTING oi- 

dactic material? 

The child, the adult, and the prepared 
environment form a necessary trian- 
gle In I he Murdessori met I tori. 

The environment consists of .scientif- 
ically prepared materia] which is 
vim I in l he process,. 

Until they are twelve years old, chil- 
[jreris’ learning Is very material - 
based. If you are reaching something 
like Area of a Triangle' - Montessori 
has assigned m it I e rial For il, which is 
quite beaut i Pub I don'l llnnk anyone 
can go back from being at l lie 
M o ntesso ri e n v i roitment without 
feeling " Wc >w ! n 

Work wirii i he math material for a 
while il will give you goose bumps. 
For someone who was once terrified 
of Math to go hack and say "1 can do 
square roots” - it’s a beaurihri Iran 
sit km. 

There are situations, though, that 
caiiuoi be addressed wilh ready made 
material. Then you need to invent a 



way by which you can facilitate the 
learning, nil her ihan 'leach- A 
teacher here fell l ha l si* and seven 
year-olds learning to write she Dev 
nagri script were getting confused 
between she hadi ee ki matra and the 
cJrAttfj ee ki muim. 

So we eventually pul a box mgerher 
with cards rhai had pictures of Wr 
i f words and chhoti ee words. J hen 
we had ihe hadi rE-and ihe rhhoti ee 
written oue on the box, Children look 
at each picture and son it out under 
cither Ihe hath ce or the chhori cc. 
ihe activity gul ihcm discussing 
sounds, referring to books, making 
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Al] Montesstiri books are printed /mil 
readily available in India, unlike in 
ej-i l i it to urn rte s. Mi j 1 1 1 css* * ri ' s i deni - 
ogy was passed on to North America 
much later. fn India, we have our 
uwn I runs I min ns and interpre- 

tations - for example - in America 
when I read out from my text and 
compared it to the American trans- 
lation - l hu Indian version sounded 
really beautiful. At the end of (he 
session, a teacher there said to me, 
“Lei rue Img you so I can gel a little 
bit of the Montessori you have in 
you." 


When i hey opted to pui The children 
in Nam mu Sbaulc* e hc L _y knew they 
could pull them out whenever they 
wan led to. We started the school 
with I hr p run use I hit I wt: would fol- 
low the Montesstirt method- We did- 
n't know till what grade the school 
would continue* There were no high 
expectations; and there was implicit 
faith. 

As the school grew, the parents could 
see rhe wonderful progress their chil- 
dren were making, and chose to stay 
on with us, li doesn'i lake eui edu 


ONE OF THE REASONS WE BUILT TILED ROOFS ON OUR BUILDINGS WAS 
TO ENSURE WE WOULD NEVER BUILD UPSTAIRS AND START SECTION A r B, 
C, D! YOU CANNOT RAISE A SCHOOL IMPERSONALLY! 


collections of words. A week down 
rhe line, they got it! 

1 HE INDIAN 1 MONTESSORI 

When f went to USA for my training, 
I realized Ihui ours seems tn be a 
very distinctive 'Indian’ Muniessori, 
You have to remember that Maria 
Mon lessors lived in India for many 
years. In fact her elementary method 
originated in India while she was 
working wi«h children here. She 
drew a lot from India - and I feel 
i ha i the method speaks to us (Indi- 
ans) rnnre than it speaks to anyone 
else in the world, li (ruly makes sense 
in us at many levels. 


INDIAN PARLN IS ARE FAMOUSLY EXAM-ORIENTED 
AND OPT TO GO 'MAINSTREAM 1 ONCE A CHIU) \S 
DONE WITH KG OR GRADE 3, HQ W W YOU WIN 
THEIR TRUST? 

The childrens' families are all based 
nearby. These are ordinary people 
from ordinary homes. They come 
from all walks of life - ranging from 
milk suppliers to builders to UAL 
employees. Mos( parents are the son 
who would have wanted to pul their 
child into a school dose to home - if 
ii was an option that worked out 
ec on u in i ea 1 1 y and logistical ly . 


cared, wealthy home In sec that a 
child is going through fantastic de- 
velopment. 

There group is very mixed - socially 
and financially It makes us u well- 
rounded community. Occasionally, a 
child (of modes I means} who sees a 
classmate with a Iransfbrmer iny 
will go home and ask his parents for 
one. Liu i there is a i wo way ex- 
change, so it sort of evens tun. 

I am prut i ably a jjtilc partial to chil- 
dren uf 'just sufficient’ homes - I 
wouldn't say deprived - they aren't 
hooked in video games, computers. 
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malls and movies theatres - just 
curd- rice in (heir box und ihere is 
hap pi ness 1 

AMY MORE MAMMA 5 HAALE 5 IN THE OFFING? 

One of the reasons we built tiled 
rool's on uur buildings was to ensure 
we would never Imild upstairs and 
starr Section A, B, C, D! (Laughs}. I 
land ii very difficult to separate my 
personal life and School - h is a very 
organic thing. You cannot raise a 
school impersonally. 

We have eighty kids right now, and 
wilh Ihe kind of individualized at- 
tenia on drey need, eighty feels like a 
million! As we grow with the chil- 
dren, ii will he a lull school of hun - 
dred and twenty Jive one day, and 
we are in no hurry to get there at all! 
HOW DO YOU CONNECT WITH OTHER EDUCATORS 
IN INDIA? 



DEVELOPMENTAL PLANES 
ACCORDING TO- M0NTE5SQRI 


IN THE M0MIE55QRI APPROACH, EpUCA 
1 1ON JS SEDI AS AN TO Lift AND OUGHT 

TO BEGIN AT THE BIRTH OF A CHILD- 
M0NTES5ORI SUGGESTED THAT THERE ARE 
POUR DEVELOPMENTAL PLANES, EACH WITH 
ITS OWN GOALS; 

0-6 YEARS - DEVELOPMENT OFTHESELF-AS 
AN INDIVIDUAL SONG 

fi- 12 YEARS DEVELOPMENT OF THE SO- 
CIAL BONG 

I MR YEARS BIRTH Of THE ADULT AND 
RNoinG ONE'S SENSE QFS3.F 

lfr'24 YEARS ■ CflNSdUBftTING THE MA- 
TURE PERSONALITY 


Networking does floe come to me 
easily. Some years hack. I tried going 
to every eduealimi related confer 
ence and event. It was a desperate 
reaching out. non wanting to be co ti- 
ll ned in l his small purl ol' the world. 

The first time 1 went to a Wipru in 
Schools meeting, someone asked me 
iTours was a progressive school. 1 
thought to my self* *Whal dots ihis 
mean? Aren't all schools supposed to 
he progressive?” Two days into l he 
conference. I found it very difficult 
In keep pace. Things were so techni- 
cal - like, discussions about whether 
a publication should he called a 
' magazine 1 or a 'journal 1 (Laughs) T 
am uncomfortable with jargon. 
When peoples' language gets too 
leehnienl, I am lost. 

This is also the reason why we do not 
use leehnienl Mon k’ssuri -speak while 
interacting with parents. For exam- 
ple ‘deviation 1 is a word Montessort 
uses very freely but early on, when 
I used ihe term while talking to a 
parent; she responded very sirortgly. 
“You can't call my child deviant r 
{Laugh a}, II “s important to speak a 
language that people understand. 

WHAT ARL YOU READING THESE DAYS? 

Some time back in t lie summer holi- 
days wc did an anthropological 
study of a village nearby then in 
connection I started reading Kart 
Marx in connection with an anthro- 
pological study we did in a nearby 
village- 1‘ve also enjoyed forest Peo- 
ple' by Tulin Turnbull and 'Nisa' by 
Marjorie Shostak. Rachael Carson's 
'Under The Sea'. E stopped reading 
lie I inn a long lime ago, 

WHAT DOES RAMA RFBDY'S WEEK LOOK LIKE? 



4 . nipm x ihen 1 go home. I haven't 
cooked in years, f watch a lot of films 
on weekend, do a hi I of housework, 
read - three books at once - or 
working on the computer. But most 
of l he time, thoughts about school - 
what to du ncxi, what needs to be 
planned. It's not like a job..Jhe 
school brings discipline into mv life. 

At rhe end of die day. the connection 
is highly spiritual. There is nothing 
like going and silling in ihe class- 
room among three year olds, six year 
olds. 

When you are with children you 
have to he with them fully. I, here is 
no way you can think, of anything 
else. You cannot bin live fur ihe mo- 
meni. What can be more special than 
leaving school a I ihe end of the day 
- having spent many, many mo- 
ments of being one with what you 
are doing, V 


I jusl goL back from a holiday with 
my husband - my sons are too old so 
want to accompany us anymore. It 
was nice. Bui f eouldn’l wail to get 
back! On a normal day, I am in 
school from morning to about 


MAMMA SHAALE 

NO. 179, HENNUR-BAGALUR ROAD 
KANNUR POST 
BANGALORE 562149 
PHONE OSO-28444S3S 
EMAIL NAMMASHAALE@YAHOO.COM 
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Learning unfolds at different stages for different children, and chronology 
has little to do with when a realisation or a skill will manifest itself in a 
child's life- Here's looking at the challenges and blessings of a multi-age 
learning environment 
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n.e of the striking features io 
a Montessori setting is the 
multi-age classroom. The 
primary environment, Tor example, 
will have children ranging from ages 
of three to six - all going through 
planned activities, and the rituals of 
social interaction and leuming. This 
Is unbelt ling for everyone who lias 
ot questioning^ 1 bought into the 
philosophy than children of ihc same 
age should learn together and that 
an eight year old is nut of place in a 
room' full of ten-year olds. But any 
parent who has raised children of 
different ages under one roof, has. In 
effect, fostered a mutti-nge learning 
envlronmenu 

The extended family used eq he the 
first multi-age learning environ men! 
a chIJd expi-riencrd. With older and 
younger siblings. cousins, and a 
on uMdins inn of adults adding ik 
unique richness to their learning. 
This Is still the experience of rural 
children who still live in jo ini fn tti ] |y 
settings, but for the child in the city, 
ihiogs have changed. Inen^singly 
urban families aie nuclear - wM 
two [or one} parents, either for both] 


nf who sur working' and two 
children (or one}. Children today 
spend mote rime outside their homes 
than their coimierparls did even u 
decade ago. Musi of their time is 
spent in age-segregated -settings. 
Only h handful of 'unconvcnfitin-iF 
play schools and workshops provide ■ 
interactions across ago groups. 


Where multi-age groupings occur in 
the Indian system fsuch as in slum 
schools or village schools); they are 
mostly by default - bemuse of an 
turn vail ability of resources, budge I 
restraints, or ennui Intern fluctuations 
- raider than because nf any 
phil oso p h i ca J preference. E ve ti 

though the children may sit under 
the same roof, grnrir- level 
dislinrilnns and separate curricula 
are maintained for each grade - 
predict ably resulting In chans, 

Children frequently lose their 
nimivmlori to learn, and the drop- 
out rate of children graduating into 
middle school is huge, li is miporrant 
to understand that mufti-age 
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education (of the sort promoted by 
Monk^sori] is noi the practice oTthia 
sort of split-grade edncal Eon. 


Ideally in a multi-age setting, each 
child i cyrlls a I her own pace. 
Children who are gifted In specific 
areas are allowed to move ahead, 
allowing 1 1 Lose who need mim- lime 
to progress at their own pace without 
stigma. The focus is on what each 
child knows, ;md needs ip fcnnw 
rathdr than on a body of Information 
Thin Trios! he disseminated to the 
entire group, aHni once 

Berau.su eh i hi re n remain with the 
same Teachers lor a peiicnl nl‘ l.wo- 
three years, teachers get to know 
each child very well and can hdp 
each child attain development a I In- 
appropriate milestones. 

In a iiiiilii-agc ! filming environment, 
teachers can take advantage of the 
run§i of experiences, knowledge and 
skills that exist In rhe group - in 




develop programs with open-ended 
outcomes. The teacher plans for. and 

expects differ^ h! uul comes for each 

child depending on necessary siuges of 
development. Which means that 
children 1 earn not j u si from the 
reacher, but ftom €cwh uftrer wrtl 

Younger children benefit fruin the 
shmnlatlon and example of older 
children. Older children benefit from 
serving ns rnk mode Is, Research 
indicates rhai aggffcssrVe and 
domineering behavior that often l^ads 
to fttelioh between children Is no? a 
problem m the extent it might be 
assumed in bc_ On the contrary, niLxed- 
age groups often exhibit y si rung sense 
of community. 

Older children seem to na rurally glavitafe 
towards helping the younger ones, and 
She process of imparting infomiation and 
skills Improves their own academic 
performance. They reinforce their own 
knowledge and skills, which in turn 
builds their self-ion I idrnee and self- 
esteem, and leads to u stronger 
understanding pF subject matters. 
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While multi -age groups can be 
awarding, managing theim is fax 
from easy. tirade- mi ndedness of 

LN A MULTI-AGE CLASS: 

■ Child's, i^dlvidyal nnd uneven 
difference* in differenl areas of 
devetopmeitl dig atmmodolled. 

■ Older children have on opportunity la 
take on leadership roles, be rale 
models. 

■ The element of compeliliarc is redtitd. 

In time, this in treses fs^o^er-alion, 
peer-fu faring and nurturing behaviour. 

! ■ Allows more opportunities to set 
children irp for success rather than 
retention or failure. 

[ ■ Reflects irptuial play chokes df diifdren 
□od the opportunity to diootf and 
mtk with children who are net always 
sain e-og e peers. 

■ Learning is based on Ihe individual, so 
no dossJovefs ore Evident. Children are 
not held bade or rushed to the nest 
grade. 

■ Increased interdependence and pees- 
ruteri ng encourages better learning, 
enhances. ^If-edeem, 


parents and teachers is a Mumbling- 
block Chat needs [Q Lie cominually 
wnicheri gut for. 

Corn ra on concerns that parentis 
voice include - Will my older 
child be expected in J ten eft' the 
younger children? Will my 
younger child he overwhelmed by 
tine older more Competent 
children and pick up bad 
behaviour from them? I low will 
[he teacher manage to teach ail 
the different age levels? 

like in any other class, the 
responsibility for the Teaching a 
mull i- age group, lies with ihe 
teacher, Bui mu 1 ti-age 
environments are more exuding 
about the demands that they 
place on teachers. Teachers need 
to be aware about each child as 


an individual. They must assess 
and evaluate the childrens 
progress more Frequently than 
teachers in a 'regular' school, and 
in greater derail. 

It goes without saying, then, that 
multi-age classrooms need 
skillful teachers who can provide 
and prepare an environment, and 
develop- challenging gnu is for 
individual children. 

That being said, all environments 
that cater to teaching and 
learning rn usi be monitored 
.continuously with the passage oT 
lime. They must be modified* 
tweaked, reviewed and assessed. 
It takes a dynamic environ mem 
in make learning dynamic. 


is a iertile designer, curriculum designer,, life shtlbi FaciliiaEoi, ccmsu Haiti fur 
aai%- baaed learning and preschool tBacfter with MontegsDri training fram 
Mew York- Feels at home in the fOouatains and has enjoyed erperieoces nf th& 
wilderness, since the age of two. 
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On I he social- emotional front, older 
children often iim'nusiy mm Fori 
and nimure the younger oiiesL help 
them read and write, play With them, 
look after them on the playground, and 
enable fit cm eo accomplish I asks Far 
mure complex- than if they were- in 
single-age grouping. 


Older children also tend to self- 
correci rfteir behavior hi order m set 
a good example”, Thai all older 
students in multi-age groups get a 
chance to pratffe being leader helps 
alleviate the crush lag pressure 
between older children competing 
for ihe role of 'boss'. Younger *md 
less able students have their needs 
met more quickly and more often 
and because t he o I der children ful fill 
a nurturing rote, sbere are less 
behavior problems in the multi-age 
classrooms 







Dakshayini Gowda’s Satichali is an audacious, dynamic idea that hopes to put life 
into history, and a museum into every school* A museum with workshops that 
revive traditional art forms. And no threatening signs that say ‘Don't Touch’. 


rFjT: MiNGPflOSTEnM f ^ rowing up, Dtikshayini 

iWDSiMKSHAWJiaimM 1 yUowda wasn't a big one for 

the school I rip to 1 he city 
rtmst'UiTi., She got the giss of the idea* 
of course - museums were a treasure 
house of stories, museums were a 
peep Into bygone eras. Jl didn't help 
dial yem had to peep into bygone 
eras through Togged- over display 
eases, or across a barricade. Or that 
the -khaki-dad guard's torts font 
refrains were* "Jmi Closer and 
"’Don'l Touch T. 

The thought stayed with her through 
the years - that li would be 


wonderful to have a museum ihal 
wasn't dead* a place where have to 
keep your distance from exhibits that 
were trying tn talk to you! It was the 
genesis of the idea that would be 
SanchaEi, 

*011 r family is originally from a 
village near Ban galore. Farming has 
been our family's occupation and 
still is. My family moved to die rity 
for our education, bin we .still have a 
strong connections with the village 
to oui house f here. As a child, 1 loved 
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Parental aspirations of having her 
study dentistiy were kept aside when 
I hr family rttilixcri iKebL Dakshayi Jiffs 
heart lay elsewhere. She enrolled at 
Chitrakala Pari 5 hat and got a 
Bdchdors degree in seulplure. H As a 
sculptor, my Interest in craft was 
furl h £T s I tv n g t hr n rfS * ” S be w r 1 1 1 nr 
to spend Four years at the renowned 
MS University, Baroda - and in 
2QQ1 i completed her Masters degree 
In Muscology and Archaeology. 
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going to I he village because of the 
natural setting, and For its simple 
and loving people, and firsei ruling 
tTEills, t remember watching my 
grandmother make little dolls from 
scraps rtf doth, or flowers' nui of 
dried seeds. She was never trained 
but was so creative and skillful. 1 * 
recalls Dakshayini. The a t'ilnicy with 
villages and wilh indigenous crafts 
was to continue. ! M never missed a 
chance to get onto ei train and 
wander olT Lo Faraway places - to 
explore, see how people live, how 
they work/' 


van tell you about their prosperity, 
their trade and economy - even 
when no written record of the era 
exists. The artifacts they made 
(during the Indus Valley 
Civilization) even wilh such 
limited lech oology are truly 
fascinating/' 

D aksha y i nf sta rr v d 1 ra veUng 

ardently lo plages imd excavation 
sites all over Gujarat - places 
where some of the oldesl art forms 
had manage lo survive across 
centuries* She talked to people, 
assimilated ihc environs, leami 
techniques - sculp lure, bead 
making, fabric dyeing. 


When her coarse was over, Cafcsha 
found that she no longer had a 
dilemma about what to do next. 
■“The l nqw what?" question was 
gone. The idea of Sanchali came to 
me almost immediately a jirojecl 
thal could combine travel, fine art p 
museology, archaeology and 
myriad life experiences. It added 
up pcriceily/ 1 


The latter was ro have a profound 
impact on Dakshayrnt's course. The 
archaeology course piqued her 
interest in the Indus Valley 
rfvUfcaiiuji. for one. *Art arid craft 
of a culture can tell you so much 
about the lifestyle of a people. It 



During the years she spent working 
as a designer (including si in is u\ 
the Centre for Vernacular 
Architecture, Bangalore: and 

Upasana Design Studio in 
A uro v 11 I e] Dakshayini i n cu b at ed 
i he idea until she was ready with 
l he clarity and confidence required 
to start i he movement, 

Snnchalf is the Sanskrit word For 
'move men I' - A movement that 
would attempt to revive traditional 
arl forms, and shatter the stuffy 
image of museum -I earning, A 
lively and interactive formal 
w oil Id extend the vxbi hi [son’s 
appeal across age groups. "Think 
of it as a traveling, exhibition 
bused on the historic arts and 
crafts from various periods - 
starting with the Indus Valley 
Civilizai ian T ‘ says DakshayinL 
"There will lie craftsmen 
demonstrating the arls, guest- 
speakers talking about related 
themes, guided tours engaging 
school children and older visitors/ 

The uni quench of this exhibit] on 
will be its amalgam of wnrkshop- 
fnrmat with a niuseum-like 
approach and presentation - 
period- i rispi red a n i fa el reptl ca s, 
lagged with educational write- lupx, 
informative photographs, and eye- 
pleasing display, 'Tin like in a 
museum, the exhibition will allow 
vie wens' to actually touch and 
engage with the artificial artifacts, 
shares Djiksbayinl. with obvious 
dellghL in nnn-Scliool settings,, 
there will be a 'museum store' 
selling Daks hay ini's recreations of 
artifacts and souvenirs. Each piece 
will be accompanied by an 
informative note discussing its 
historical significance., 

Dakshayini has been training women 
froiu Varanasi and Kammoku 
villages to make liand-crafted 
jewelry of innovative designs and 
material - as part of Sanchali's 
women empowerment project. 



THE OBJECTIVE IS TO HAVE THE 
CHILDREN LWDEflSMD THE 
RATIONALE BEHIND CHOICE OF 
MEDIUM, TECHNIQUE. IMAGERY 
AND SYMBOLOGY USED BY 
PEOPLE OF THE ERA -AND THEN 
TRANSLATE IT INTO THEIR OWN 
WORK. 



As with most audac ious,, enterprising 
ideas - ihe journey promises l u be an 
arduous one. Funds were land are) a 
constant challenge* and Dakshayini 
began SaPcbaJi with her meagre 
savings, and the goodwill of friends 
and family. Support is beginning to 
trickle in. "An exhibition at the 
Canadian IniiThalional School an 
week had an cncuu raging response. 
Since them I have had exhibitions 
with various rural schools nearby; 
say 3 DakshayEni, adding that she is 
eon Intent that the idea will catch an 
with schools. 

En planning her sessions. Da ksEi ay ini- 
draws impinitidji from far and wide - 
lives of people, travel books, period 
dramas, and ’Treasure-hunt kind of 
movies'; Bui if taken a step to improve 
learning by Sol uP interactive programs 
I hep 11 could lie made interesting and 
where si mien is do not have to make 
an extra efforl Uj rem ember stuff 
Hisicny books, books on Endian era l 'ts. 
Travel books. Period inspired movies, 
treasure hunt kind of movies. 


archaeology related programs. 
Working with schools, Sanckali 
hopes to counter the lopsided 
importance most schools accord to, 
say. Marts or Science. It aims to 
make History - a subject perceived 
as boring and stuffy - less tap- 
heavy, less hogged down by dates 
and names of dead people. 

Sandtah hopes to bring about an 
e (Tailless confluence uf history and 
am. While in the workshops* children 
are not expected In make carbon 
copies of existing anil acts. The 
objective is to have the children 
understand the rationale behind 
choice of medium,, technique. 
Imagery and symbology used by the 
people of the era - and then translate 
it into their own work, “So there 
won’t be t.hirt> r Dancing Girls and 
thirty Bearded Man replicas!* laughs 
Dakshayini. 

Once the workshop session is oyer, 
the artifacts the kids create can go 
into creating u museum in the 
class mom or school gallery There 
could be ri i fFcren t perm a n cn t 

collections 1 based on different 
historical eras or cultures. "When 
learning is inherently interesting; 
Dakshayini concludes, ‘children 
understand and remember ihings 
effortlessly/ 



FOR MOflf INFORMATION ABOUT SANCHALl 
CONTACT MKSHAVfNI GOWDA: 

M0W1 1 NUMBER: *91-390301 SB? I 
LANDLINE: ^80 25457005 
E MAIL SANCHAU WffiMMLCDM 
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Books to Delight In 


The prevalent mindset in India has been that children's boohs aren't value for money. If one can buy a 
management book for Rs 50, the rationale goes, why would one buy a 20-page picture book for the same 
amount of money? Radhika Menon’sTulika Books, has been a pioneer in the field of original children's 
publishing in India. Mindfields talks to her about the journey. 
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ENTERING THE WORLD Of CHILDREN'S 
PUBLISHING 

After college* I taught at the J. 
Krishnamurti bebonl (The School 
KH) in Chennai from I47fj ro 
1979 . I did mv IT Ed while teaching 
i here, so in cffed, I wem to teach 
vvilh no background - jusi my 
curiosity, and an Entered in 
J-Krisbnanrurli’s philosophy. It 
was eh I he school thai I goi the 
opportunity lo see some really 
good children’s books - mainly 


American* Elrilish, and Russian 
books. The lack of Indian 
children \ hooks of that kind of 
quality was glaring. I hit me even 
more when doing a class project 
on ;m India-based topic - even 
something as basic as rivers or 
mountains of India. Facts were 
easy iu II nd as pur whole approach 
to teaching is so fact -oriented Imi 
w here were the si ones* songs, 
poems? There is a cuhim\ a 
history, a people's lifestyle that is 
linked to the geography of a pEace 


and that is ihe kind u f 

understanding thal you want 
children Lo gn from project -based 
learning. A cross-curricular 

approach was possible when the 
topic was, say, the Amazon forests 
- there were enough books and 
children could find information 
themselves. But not if the inpir 
was the river GangaJ [Tncidentallv 
Tulika has published four hooks 
on the flanga, Narmada, 
Brahmaputra and Kaveri rivers in 
i he Read and Colour River Stories 
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(EARLY ON) WHEN WE SHOWED THE BOOKS TO FRIENDS IN THE 
PUBLISHING WORLD, THEY WERE MOST DISCOURAGING SAYING THE 
BOOKS WERE FAR TOO EXPENSIVE BECAUSE THEY WERE SO WELL- 
PRODUCED! THEY WERE ALSO SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE BILINGUAL CONCEPT, 
BUT (WE) WERE CONVINCED ABOUT WHAT WE WERE DOI NG. THERE WAS 
NO STOPPING US, 


There the medium of instruction 
was Hindi till class 5- I found 
myself teaching English 
hilingunlly and realized how 
naturally that worked- As my 
children were in the school too, I 
was delighted that they were as 
comfortable in Hindi as they were 
in English. But there was great 
resists nre when it came to read ling 
books in Hindi which to rhrm 
seemed so drab visually and very 
n fieri 1 ext- heavy compared to the 
foreign books in English they read. 

While teaching there 1 was given 
i he responsibility of seining up i he 
primary school library which 1 did. 
So my engagement with children's 
books became deeper. Now I was 
not thinking of Indian children's 
books as just in English but that 
they had to be in the different 
languages and even be bilingual. 

looking back, the exposure lo 
teaching children in an Indian 
language end listening to the 
songs, stories, plays, riddles and 
rhymes changed the way I thought 
of children's hooks in a subtle 
way. Intrinsic to Indian children’s 
books was an Indian style of 
telling, visualizing and 
illustrating. Indian children’s 
hooks, even in English, hud to 
have an Indian sensibility In The 
use of language, contexts, visuals, 
and even in the look and fed, if it 
had to be rooted in I he culture like 
the hesi of children's books are. 
The idea of children’s books 
combining I he- hesi of storytelling 
Find art front both From here and 
(he west was very exciling. 


series wiih precisely this kind of 
approach.) 

This realisation that bow much 
good children’s books could 
enhance the creative teaching- 
learning process is what sparked 
off my i merest in children's books. 
[ certainly wasn't thinking uf 
publishing ihvm but became aware 
of ihc wealth of material there was 


arid the creative possibilities of 
children's hooks. 

Then came the whole experience 
of d l sen v e ri ei g w ond e r fu I 

children's books with my children 
- reading to lliem, looking at 
pictures. Around that time we 
mover! lo Delhi and T laughi 
briefly at Sardar FflicI Vidyalaya. 


THF EARLY DAYS OF TU LIKA 

Around mm I lefi leaching to join 
hands with my sister-in-law Indira 
L' b a ndra shekhar and sei up a pre- 
press unit with two Apple 
Maciulosbes which had just cmne 
into the market. We started by 
doing pre press work for many 
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publishing houses like Penguin, 
Sahilyy Akufiemi, Rupa, etc ami 
aTso turn key prinling work. Thai 
wn\ how I discovered the joys of 
producing printed material frurii 
start so finish! Ami 1 suppose that 
was The beginning of my journey 
inio publishing. 

We called our uml Tulika Print 
Co rn m u n i c a ti o n s Se rv i ces . The 
name means "quill" in Malay ala in 
and Sanskrit "brush* in some 
languages. The name stuck. As we 
gained experience boih fndu and l 
Parted rhinking publishing'. 

The goal now was to make enough 
money to star! our own publishing 
- which never happens we realized 
soon enough] So we just took the 
plunge. Without giving il too 
much i hough r we both retained 
the name luliku fur our respective 
publishing houses - Tulika 
Publishers in Chennai publishes 
children's hooks and Tulika Books 
in Delhi publishes rieademic books. 

Moving back !o Chennai gave me 
the impetus 1o srari Tulika 
Publishers in 1995. An old friend 
and colleague Sandbya Rao (she 
was with us in Tulika, Delhi] 
joined me and in the first year we 
b rough l oul Ihree books, two of 
them bilingual ('Line and Circle 1 
and Number Birds') in tngiish and 
Hindi, Tamil and Malaya! am. I he 



FDR CHILDREN TO BE COMFORTABLE WITH READING IN THEIR OWN 
LANGUAGE THEY HAVE TO SEE IT AS EQUAL IN STATUS TO ENGLISH BOOKS. 
THEY HAVE TO FEEL THE SAME PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP, FIND THE SAME 
ENJOYMENT FROM READING THE BOOKS. 


i bird one was a Hindi alphubel 
hook ( H Ka .se Kapde Kaisej. 

When we showed i he books to 
friends in the publishing world 
I hey were all most discouraging 
saying the hooks were far lou 
expensive because (hey were so 
well pmdueedl They were also 
skeptical ubutn l hr bilingual 
concept. But both Snndhya and ] 
were so convinced about whai we 
were doing Ihni iliere was no 
stopping us. 

We started by doing books in 
English, Hindu Tamil. Kannada 
arid Maiayalam as we could 


handle these languages between 
us. Tn 2000. Prat ham launched 
their Read India programme and 
wanted ten of our title s in four 
languages, three of them new. 
They wanted the leu lilies in 
Hindi, Kannada, Marathi and 
Gujarati in three months) We 
jumped al the opportunity io add 
new languages. 

A year later we added lejuga and 
two years laier T Rang! a. So now we 
do books In 9 languages English, 
Hindi, Tamil, Malayahm, Tdngu, 
Kannada, Marathi, Gujarati and 
Rangla. 


INTERESTING COLLABORATIONS 

We get a lot of inquiries from young people who tave liked our bcefls, 
Marty of them have hip pressure jobs in design oran! motion, or m 
sMwrs - but yiQuId like to do a cTiildteri's took They are doing ttes-on 
the sjde, or hm jabs already.- ft's not all abouL the money We are always 


artists can h3VE, the work is fresh and unacted. 

Gtnng after them & hare wet k, but our alternative distribution channels 
have proven to be a hissing - the NGGs, Government programs. All 
children's literacy programs requ ite boosts, out them is great paucity. We 
have bed up with several regional publishers like the Kerala Government's 



Kerala Eaiasslntya Institute. The print 
mss are Big hare, we gft royalty on sales 
and volumes rake all the difference. 

* 

We save been trying mays to make wort 
alTorrfable end easily distributable to NGDs. r Sonitimes we do large prints 
on newsprmL Sonic work has been done with grants a nd spoosoisjupfions 
corporate companies - like Use four-part animats wills photographs series 
supported by HSBC. ('Riddle of the Ridley', photo above, addresses the 
threat to ffee survival of Use Olive Ridley turtles Diet come to nest on the 
eastern coastline of India). 
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BOOKS ARE WOT CHEAP PRODUCTS ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD AND THE 
BUYER HAS TO PAY THE PRICE FOR A GOOD BOOK JUST AS SHE/HE PAYS 
FOR A GOOD MEAL. THIS OF COURSE BRINGS UP THE UNFAIRNESS OF 
MAKING GOOD BOOKS [N ACCESSIBLE TO A MAJORITY. 


It was mu ;jn easy decision and. 
from a b usings pc ini of view 
I hen, perhaps foolish, fi meunl 
crating nine different markets for 
our books. 

[i would have been far easier 
Financially* rdilorially and for 
production if we had stuck lt> jusi 
Lngiish and may he Hindi which 
had a good mark el. li has been a 
struggle but looking back I ihink 
we have* by going against 


a c cep 1 e d i re r h J s, iy v e rt u med 

notions of what makes got>d 
publishing sense. And we have 
gone on lu heroine trend setters in 
child reel's publishing in many 
ways! 

We are now at a stage when rhe 
business is driven by the books in 
the different languages and our 
multilingual books our simngesi 
asset* Though we are still 
struggling In find rhe market for a 


couple of I he languages we are 
keeping them alive by priming as 
few as 20Q to 250 - prim runs 
unheard of in publishing. But we 
are confident that bunks in Ihese 
languages too will find a markel 
soon. 

MULTILINGUAL PUBLISHING AND 
DISTRHJNON 

Publishing in so many languages 
1ms bee el a huge learning curve for 
us in every 5 aspect. I or children In 
he enimferiable with reading in 
their own language i hey have to 
see il as equal in status to English 
luniks, They have to feel the same 
pride of ownership, find the same 
enjoyment from reading the 
books. The look and feel of the 
book draws children U> books as 
much as the content, ifs Iheir 

right to gel the best books in 

whatever language they read. 

Distribution is The biggest 

challenge primarily because of the 
price factor. We h?ive resisted 

doing cheaper language edilinns 
and have kepi in the same quality 
of production as English anti kept 
I he same prices. We were clear 
from ilit 1 beginning i hat If we 
privileged the krtglish books with 
a higher quality of production ivc 


miKitmmBmm 

foifc stores sell .The reason wlqr paiejfls pick yp (bit-dories is Ihelrfamiliarity 
Ifluie! with this kind of b&ok - something tells item ttef want gt£ wrtit^TM 
Our earliest best s^ll ir^ beaks retelling of oii folfcstMl.es 
Ora write! inEttpitfpd tifejr \m way, but the stories were always 
mimpamk 

” — =-■ '= i - 4 . - j : J l |j= : ~J= 3 = 

Many of dur titles, like r Pranai's Picture' and Tm so Sleepy fltlustratod by MID 
students) era idea-based. Tm DiKerent' Is a multilingual book illustrated by 
nates author and illustrator Manjirla Padmarabhan. 
lW»t Shall I Make?', ts about a child imagining thins to do with the dough 
while lus mother Is making chapattes - It's written by a mom whose child 
actually did this. 

~ J ~=^#‘ =f i 1 =;§§■; v Tr 1 • -i " -§ 

While 'writing on'M* Mother's Sari', we could have followed a certain formula 
to 1 gearardee' success • made I ht illustrations erotic, pretty. We chose to go 


agairst tliat, and fallow ourowovfifon. 
The child in the bock is an awrage- 
looklnedilld.iJietarisaraofontlnaiy 
fabrics that you'd find m a household, 

Dm books go to villages, government 
schools, tribal .schools fnotjust urban 
bookstores) - and we behave that 
nothing- li* our content should alienate 
the (nan-urban) child. It is on editorial 
polity. That the 'My Mothers Sari' went 
: ditto gamer perceptive reviews and! 
awards was a big high To* ns. 
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would be undermining the very 
purpose of doing books in so 
many languages. 

It was always thrown ai u^ Lhal by 
pricing our books high we were 
making (hr books inaccessible to 
the majoriiy uf children. Bui we 
were hot targeting those sect ions 
who could not afford to buy books 
to begin wilh. Our primary target 
was the English bo ok- buying 
segment who visited bookstores 
and we saw no reason to subsidise 
costs for them. 

books are not cheap pro duets 
anywhere in the world and I he 
buyer has to pay the price for a 
good book just as she/he pays for 
a good meal,. I his of course brings 
up (hr unfairness of making good 
books inaccessible In a majority. 
The solution to that was finding 
all creative distribution channels, 
not underpricing books. Over the 
years we have built a network of 
alternative channels through 
NIjO.s, government agencies and 
regional co-publishing, 

Uur books arc regularly I tough I i n 
bulk for reading literacy 
programmes and t he volumes 
enable us to offer substa Filial 
discounts. today there are 
probably more Tutika titles in 
government school libraries than 
in private school ones. 

THE MATTER OF PRICING 

The strategy of ifre same pricing 
for all languages is paying off as 
bookstores are increasingly 
looking for books in other 
languages the same bookstores 
that refused to keep (hem a few 
years ago. We are also selling 
more anti more through our 
website which caters to ihc more 
informed and aware buyers who 
don’t hesitate to pay the price For 
good books whatever l he 
language. And many of them 


come to our she looking for good 
books hi Indian languages. 

OM WHAT COMES NLX1 

I w cl vc years a Her we started, our 
books are seen as (he licsi 
children s bu-oks in India and from 
India. Publishing in nine Indian 
languages has given us a unique 
understanding of the plural 
culture of I he country, and this in 
turn is re flee led in our hooks. 

WhaL has been most rewarding is 
that the same books ihril find ihcir 
way to government school 
libraries in different languages 
have also won international 
acclaim and have been published 
in ul her countries. In short, the 
reach of the hooks is across (he 
local, national and international, 
and euls across linguistic, cultural 
and economic divides. And now 
they are crossing over into other 
merlin too* We will soon see the 
Adili series of Iwelve hooks in 



animation - a first for Indian 
animation anti Indian publishing. 
This year we have brought oui 
audio versions of some of our 
Hindi hunks fur (he US marker. 

Apart from the core team often lo 
C hennai we have a learn of 
committed assueiales helping in 
the marketing and distribution of 
books in different pans of the 
country and abroad. Then there is 
our expanding network of authors, 
illuslnilors and (ranstators from 
all over the world - from well 
known names no talented young 
HrsS -! imers ( Sr e ho.r qii 33}, 

As for our publishing we will 
continue rn explore and discover 
ways of creating a richly diverse 
range of books - contemporary, 
demuenjlLc and rooted in a 
multilingual, plural culm re. ■ 

FOR WORE IftFQFMIlON MID TO BUT rULIKft 
TITLES ONLINE VISH WWW fUhKABOUKS.COM 



WHAT HAS SEEN MOST REWARDING IS THAT THE SAME BOOKS THAT 
FIND THEIR WAV TO GOVERNMENT SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGES HAVE ALSO WON INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM AND HAVE 
BEEN PUBLISHED IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 
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BRINGING LEARNING HOME 
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6:3 6 AM. Off a drizzly August morning, when (into 
rickshaws arc mercifully few and far between on 
Bangalore roads, we made our way to Trinity Church - 
Starting point ofRoopa Pas's Victorian Bangalore Walk . 
We’re walked up and down MG Road countless times 
before , and there was same skepticism about what new 
insights a walking tour would yield , We were in for a 
pleasant surprise. 


In lining cities, where real estate sharks do not blink 
before tearing down an old building and replacing it with 
towers of glass and concrete - a lot of the bygone must 
be recreated by word and imagination. Without putting 
a spoiler on the walk’s itinerary and charming 
conclusion - suffice to say that our guide, Roopa Pai, 
was informative, animated and very engaging intlecd - 
as interesting as the walk itself She shares with us the 
story of how she came about this offbeat profession. 


lOT.'SQOftt 
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tv /r i:re5m . |o ^ w;is to wr[i? i!!,r 

IV/l T:ir ^ Fl *hc !-'h!l<irnt\ 

J. V Aniagazisie - but like every 
other academics lly-bi^ght mid die class 
South Indian child who wasn'l going 
to i nil t-ril u business 1 inrun her parents,. 
I opted For the 'safe' paih and did a 
professional course 1 instead. 

Lind deni ally, my trumi sliit introduces 
me as 'My daughter who is really an 
engineer, hut now does some wriring 
and tour guiding and things.., - !. 
Computer engineering degree in hand. 
I gol married in A run (Pali, my lung- 
rime boyfriend. I was twenty- two, he 
was twenty-three, One of the clauses 


WW-WNPflaE.fli 


in our pre nop was shat A run had In 
find a job as far away as possible from 
the fish bowl I grew up in! So en rwuu 
in trur honeymoon in Manali. we 
slopped in Delhi - to tie up both, 
harsQfi accommodation, and Target 
job. My life was made l 


Vaisala Kaul who had been trained by 
the lefiendajy Rosalind Wilson, was 
my men tor tat Target. She helped me 
devdup a healthy respeer for the slug 
involved in producing lj great 
children's magazine. Because it was 
such a small team, -ill of ms were 
involved wiib I ay runs, Illustrations, 


photography,, and every aspect of 
production - great learning ground. 


I worked with Jiicgei for two and i half 
years, and quit when Anm’s work with 
Arthur Andersen look him to Loud on. 

I am a great walkiug tour huff, and 
while in London, 1 had been nn ihe 
Replies Walk, i he Jack the Ripper Walk, 
die Ghosts and Ghouls Walk, the City 
of Lnndgn w alL and u buneh of others 
In the year Ehat I was there. 3i was in 
London, too. that I disco' vened travel 
writing and started freelancing for I lie 
travel sections of Business Today, 
Fcndna. The Times of India, Economic 




WHILE IN THE US, I COULDN'T HELP NOTICING 
UDW EVERY llTIlf MONUMFJff WAS MAMA 
BIG DEAL Of, AND HOW IN INDIA, WE HAVE 
so: MUCH TO SHOWCASE RUT DO NOTHING 
ABOUT TT. 
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in Ju ly 2005, He rmvTibout three 
months of trial walks. chopping, 
chaiigimgt and iw (raking according to 
feedback and his own gui fed; 
draggling to get. even friends In cornu 
altos g for (rev It 7 alii on a Sunday 
morn mg. No tine ujutrf believe we 
were actually going to charge 500 
bucks Tor walking someone down MG 
Koud anti tiim. wr actually thought that 
was a decent business model 1 We had 
first, before we 
kci. Pins we had 
a policy that we would 
never advertise. Birr the- press was 
wonderful - Si Lev were uniformly 
appreciative and wrote so glowingly 
aboui ii shat peoples interesi was 
piqued. 


People slatted criming nn the walks, in 
a trickle to begin with r -anti ae tun Sly, 
unlil six months .agtu ii was difficiili m 
be sure I ha I more than six or seven 
peo p I e would I a nd up. Bui in th e J ast 
six moaths. after we his Lonely Planet 
India [with the Lagline ‘Not to be 
missed!’}, we expect a group size of at 
least 14 on each walk* with i he number 
going up to 25 most Sundays. 


The various walks are euslomized to 
suit ddTcreni age groups. On childrens' 
walks, there is the challenge of 
constantly keeping things engaging 
und fun. We have conducted treasure 
hums in churches (stay Leant speaking 
above a whisper gels disqualified II, 
temples, museums, and mails, tug-of- 
war conk-sK in old forts with teams 
named after the actual protagonists of 
an older war (Wellesley's Wizards, 
Nizam’s .Nigh mm res, Maratha 

Marauders, TEpTs Suit? n s 

Rockds, La Ely's Legi ons] , ttmlttpk - 
chalimge runlets at resorts with 
challenges chat involve u ml nisi an ding 
rhe history of the place we arc rn. 
W tu - 1 1 we visit Lhc |] l; centuiy temples 
of Belli r and Haleb id, we mire along 
Bharmanatyam dancer Myna Bjsinccr, 
who given, u full iido us Eec-dem before 
the temple visit - set ibsl children can 
a ppm: sale the sculptures m a 

complelrly iJifiercni way than they 


limes. After da 
investment firm in Mumbai, and then 
with a online tutoring firm in she US - 
A nm decided so dn s o meritin g entirely 
on his own. 

A run and I had always had this thing 
a hour doing something fogclhcn but 
wc had never really considered a ver y 
seriously. I harboured romantic ideas 
of becoming travd jcmrnalisss - like 
Hugh and Colleen Gautier - he could 
lake tin? pictures aird pitch the mu hud 
prolecs me again&L leery men and 
strum the guitar and collm the 
cheques once the article had been 
published, ami 3 would sft orifslde she 
lent watching the sunset and, writing 
deal Id™ prose. 1 don't think that idea 
ever appealed to bins ■ wonder why. 
We moved to Bangalore In 2UU4. Ajicr 
a six mouth sabbatical - relaxing, 
ideating, exploring possibilities - we 
decided to start Bars gain re Walks. 


1 had iilways been Interested in history. 
A run was rite science guy whu hiiri 
hernme fi sort of convert after our 
London walk>, and dev el oped an 
Interest in history. While in Ihe US. I 
couldn'i help noticing how every little 
monument was made a big deal of. and 
how in India- vvt have so much to 
showcase but do nothing about it We 
wanted to raise rise level of the tourist 
experience in India, perhaps u round 
well- known but not so v sis fled 
hisiork m| sites [like Ham.piJ. fur Arno, 
what was merer interesting “Was kmc the 
“walk experience was delivered, how In 
spile of I here being nriihing to 'show" 
or "see" hi some of the walks we had 
been on, the guides had. by din? of 
great ^oiyrdliug, managed to keep 
people riveted for two hours. 

The firs! walk A run designed was the 
Victorian Ba ngniu re Walk ion MG 


It must have been a lough decision, but 
J don't remember n like that. Wc 
certainly did not have any 
u ice na i nty- r idd v n hue - night 

»J;sl- ussions or arguments. 1 have no 
hvLid for money, and am usually 
bliss fully unaware of bow much- how 
lb Me there is in the bank, so I never 
worry. Amn is noi it ah impulsive, and 
is Very pragmatic - sis even if the 
decisions he arrives at may seem ill- 
considered and risky to cither people, J 
know that be would have ihuughi out 
all ihc pros and cons threadbare. 





ROOPA BU’S FAVOUfitTE 
BANGALORE HAUNTS 
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1 n^d always wauled m rrli scririi^ 
ihmiijjh my writing - now I do ii 
verbally, l did tie hlh rn ihings as a 
juunuiliM - h\n seldom received 
feedback on my work, and often 
wondered how ii was received. if it had 
made any Impact. Here I know 
insiimily how ray stories have him 
received. ;md I know i hat they have 
made an Impact. Plus, people are 
always asking questions or idling us 
bits of Id via thal send ns haring off on 
another' ejedti tig En fo rmal in n u has*?. \ \ ' 
feels great to pass on something dial I 
feel passiomiiely about to other people, 
and rekindle an irUeirM in history in 
them. I am helped by tlir furl that 
history is usually taught very badly in 
schools, so people come with veiy low 
expectations of ;j hislury walk - 
assuming ii will be education aJ bun 
boring. 1 1 is a great high lo see them 
not only very pleasantly surprised ihm 
history can a cat ally be interesting a tut 
fun, Ljiit .ilsti ready lo buy a couple of 
books themselves ;md ser oft on their 
own historical quests, a 


FDf! mi INFDRMWJOK ON BANGALORE WMKS 

SSfiBOBTiito 
EMAIL ^t^RiMLJ^iGM^LCUM 


would have uElierwLse. Vvv take plenty 
of breaks, ensure there is plenty nf 
re freshmen is and waier,. introduce 
worksheets for sc&ne quiet, reflective 
time, and keep things as interactive as 
possible. 


live i n us i chins, dancers, visuals., and 
narrative, and telling the smry of the 
city, work with the Karnataka tourism 
department to showcase the efty for 
visiting ministerial delegations from 
acmss I lie world, help visiting 
international student groups get an 
Mm immersion experience over a 
whole week, and more. 


Commercial Street - taitniy-old British 
shopping-street vniEti a ba&arfert 
Great sfceeissde s^appiog. apart tan 
High Street brands, and ||f§£ always, 
ev&n as 50 Qa immigrants s tisHi mmz 
ijija the city, the real possibility of 
bumping Into someone yna knew, 
proving that ftenplore ss still a tittle 
town where vmfim kwms 


Ihe IT parks • Very 2 1 st century, very 
chrome and ve*y 
very high on die Buzz. Thousands and 
Iffousaiids of bdgjrt -young gfads 
wofkiog together wm® of- ihe test* 

‘ -KiMjwn companies in th& woiitf, their 
Nsh faces and confident laugjte 

their absolute cunviction that 
dietr luiurc will bo brighter Mton their 
palms'. India Shining? You be! 

Any, but attyrOi fncsc.u coffee shop teat 
serves a good Americano on any cri& ef 
ihc -3E5 beautal Bangalore days a 
year. 


For out nature walk, we give mu 
sample bags, encourage ^hem to touch, 
fevL pick up, smell, listen- ip. eM taste 
tilings - ihe nature walk is very 
popular ns an alternative kind of 
birthday party! Wc also make sure that 
every single person on pur learn - 
there may be a* runny as five from our 
ft am on overnight school trips with 
large groups of children - is capable of 
connecting with the children 
inrisvirludLyH Each of us at Bangalore 
Walks, Freda nvers indudefi is well- 
qualified, and an interesting fUn 
person in thdr own right This is 
particularly imports n I when we are 
dealing wftii teenagers - if they do rtol 
sec us somewhat 'roof; we have Jflsi 
the bailie he fore if has begun. 


Hie flagship Victorian Bangalore walk 
Wk remained Hksost exactly the saint, 
although who ihe presenter is. makes a 
difference. What Amis Ealks about may 
he :j lit lie different from what I lalk 
shout depending on whrai each of us 
is interested in foe using on. There is. 
I no, Hu 1 fireer* Heritage Walk In 
Lalbagh. enurluetru by Vtjay 
Thimvady, 0 pussiunnir 
environ me Eualist aid a hugely 
knowledgeable *ree person: and the 
I iadiriojial Bengaluru walk, -conducted 
hy SavTta Rno, a fulltime Bangalore 
Walks employee, who gave up a career 
in software to do this. 


By now, ihe walks are now only a 
small part of wind we do. In the last 
three years, the organ i nation bus 
grown organically around the splits, 
wirii pcupic Ii rifling reasons to use our 
content land us) in ways we hadn't 
even imagined., We now organize 
school trips, help global CFOs Eind 
management teams understand their 
Indian employees, perform an original 
musical railed "Bangalore T involving 
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^ugEtable and ftowar markets - some 
of the fEeshesf produce in ttw dotiEftry - 
particularly the te aty £rmns r .vriiltih m 
an Integral part of ^very K^noada meal 
* in the ve£gi ntaikets.The irtost 
Beautiful fiowers any^ere itt the 
Itewar maikats. 

The Eradititinai ^sldemfet 
neighbnudieod el MaLlesvraram, part 
of the landscape of my qlpldfraod 
Chartge come to Ma^leswaram tec. 
out somehow the people and tfee feel 
and Hie smelfe - freshly ground coffee 
and jasmine - remaia the sajne. St is 
my anchor in a city Dial is mafpBlngat 
warp speed. 
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some of the teachers who believed sn 
multiple assessment Which is, to 
provide diFferem assessments for 
students so that they have various 
opportunities co succeed. So, for 
instance,, in my lOih grade English 
class, while 3 would constantly do 
badly in exams and tests, I would 
also be assessed on creative 
p resent ail o ns, reel t a L ion s 1 n o I e- 

taklng and classroom discussions, in 
effect. I was able to score enough in 
total to pass. There were no board 
exams either. Knowing my 
temperament and ability, I knew that 
l would have failed all my boards. 
Instead, our whole year's work was 
converted into a percentage that was 
equivalent la a Board percentage, 1 
know that doesn't seem lair to other 
students whose entire work hinges 
on a single exam, hut I would rather 
adopt the Woodstock method for all 
students any day. Reducing exam 
pressure helped not only me lull also 
countless other students to enjoy 
school, rather than have a singular 
focus of simply ton ing points in an 
exam. 


I I isn’t uncommon for people to 
harbor a strong bias for their old 
school, especially if it was a 
resid e mini sc h oo I , Feop te 

frequently think of school life as 
i heir ha icy on days, ihe besi 
experience they ever had, 1 don't 
want to get into a school 
competition, suggesting that niy 
schooling experience was better than 
others'. But 1 do want to explore why 
I think my boarding school 
experience at Wuodsinck School 
(Mussoorie. Uttaranchal) was a life- 
changing one. 

Mid- 1985, before I came to 
Woodsloek, was spent shunting from 
one school entrance exam to another 
- I failed each and every one of them. 


TEXT: NIGEL KUMAft 

PHOrO JNPtfl: PEf£ fflUJftm WOMSIOCH SOTOL 

I eventually got admitted ro a school 
iliac was 40fcms away from Delhi, but 
Ins veiling hack and forth everyday ax 
d Glh grader was a killer. Meedless to 
say, that couldn't and didn't work 
out. My poor mother ihrrw her 
hands up in despair,, and finally; her 
boss recommended that she send my 
younger sister and 3 in Woodstock. 
The costs seemed prohibitive at first, 
but a huge financial scholarship was 
negotiated on our behalf. And there 
I was in Wood slock School, in the 
middle of the school year wondering 
how \ ever got there. That moment of 
grade was so become a paradigm fur 
my entire school life. 


Alter having made I he social and 
academic adjustments needed to 
transition from a normal (read, 
Indian) school to an intern arterial 
school, there were three key ways m 
which Woodstock impacted my life.. 
Firslly, Woodstock provided an 
environment of reduced academic 
pressure. 1 was a poor student, often 
in the bottom half of the class - inn 
I WHS si nick by Lhe philosophy of 
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FIRST PERSON 



FIRST 



I HAVE LEARNED THAT A GOOD 
SCHOOL IS NOT ABOUT FACILITIES 
OR PROGRAMS BUT PRIMARILY 
ABOUT GOOD TEACHERS. 


Secondly h Woodstock exposed and 
even encouraged me towards diverse 
learning aciivilaes. While multiple 
nun-academic activities are quire 
common in most residential schools, 
the programs ai Woodstock weren't 
nt lual ly '"extra" curricular - as if to 
suggest that the non academic 
activities were outside the main 
U'Hming environ rririii. Rather, non- 
aeadcTn k activities were co- 
currlcular, in that they were 
conceived as running alongside the 
academic programs. Equal emphasis 
was given to music and drama, 
within I he class schedules. 

Some of my Friends even majored in 
music! As a result, 3 know that even 
i hough I often hud poor grades in my 
classes, my above average 
contribution in music^ drama anti 
running allowed my teachers to see 
me as a ’good 1 student. That helped 
me nenicndoiisly In gain con llde nce H 
and m realise that success was not 
unipolar (if you don't get good 
grades you don't succeed)- fi showed 
me that you can be good in many 
things besides studies and s till he 
happy and fu union a l. 

Thirdly, there were leather; whu 
took n specie l j merest in my work 
and character. Everyone has a stOT y 
in share about one or two teachers 
who changed their life. And that's 
precisely my point- I have learned 
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that a good school is noi a bout 
facilities or programs but primarily 
about good teachers, in my siix years 
at Woodstock, there were many 
teachers who significantly made an 
impact on my life, without whom l 
would have never made it- One of 
my leathers encouraged me to 
improvise while playing music. 
Another teacher taught me most of 
the study skills [ use lod ay Another 
teacher forgave me when J got 
"caught". And yet another teacher 
inspired me In think beyond my own 
needs and see my responsibility 
towards God and Fellow hunnin 
beings. 

In fact* t must digress to add that oF- 
laie schools have begun to talk more 
about value- based education - by 
which they often mean some 
character irmis Form a lion that Is 
imparled in students alongside 
academics, J have yet to see a single 
value chat can sensibly or e I'l'ec lively 
be transmitted lo si m Sen is by frothing. 
Rnlhen in my school (and beyond! I 
have seen that value-based education 
is only possible when il is imparled by 
mu rivaled teachers who value riieir 
students. In other words, my ch a racier 
was sbnpcd by the el in racier of my 
Icuehers who cared about us. 

As 3 look back at this list, 1 know it is 
no I exhaustive. There are so many 
oilier ways that Woodstock School 
became an arena of transformation 
for me~ The I neat ion fur one - the 
Himalayas form an exquisite 
backdrop to school. Or my friends - 
they were From all over the world, 
hut we never saw each other as 
regional or national groups rather as 
equals. In facl T il was only after t 
a Mended college fhar 1 starred 



noticing a regionalism ill at was so 
rampant in many learning 
instilulhllis. 

Detractors say ihm Woodstock gives 
weak students an easy ride, and (hat 
academic success is critical for a 
school student. To them. 3 would 
only want to say that I'm currently 
pursuing my doctoral studies, and 
looking towards a full-time career in 
higher academics. A change came 
abou i in person during my learning 
journey at Woodstock - to the extent 
that T actually look to the same 
studies' that 1 had dreaded and hated 
for the longest time. 

Them are many reasons behind this 
[fans formation - but a large reason 
is the grace l received m Woods! nek. 
The leachers did uoi push me too 
hard, and the teaching methods 
en cou ra ged a. ho list tc 1 co rn t n g 
approach that included research, 
discussions. These were the 

foundational study skills that 

eventually helped me bccomr w 
belter siuriciit. E hough if I were lo 
give rlie hoard exams today, l would 
still fare miserably l 

Finally, a disclaimer. Too many 
alumni have a nostalgic picture ol 
i heir old school and forget how then 
school needs to move with the rimes. 

1 passed out of Woodstock school in 
199^ - the people who impacted me 
ui i he school are mostly all gone. 
Now with a new generation of 
teachers in I he school - I can only 
hope that years down the line, 
another old student from Woudsiock 
would slill be able in write ml article 
such as i his, honestly proclaiming 
that their schooling experience 
changed their life J • 
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si culture that can question its past and 
preseni knowledge systems will see the 
genesis of new 1 bought. 

A fundamental question that ought to 
be asked of uN educational curricula is 
- does this encourage questions that 
have multiple sol unions? Most 
problems in life have several solutions, 
not one. Problems that have unique 
solutions are convenient fur teachers 
but but! ibrstudeuis since they need 
a constant ratifying noil from the 
'authority' (teacher) to verify the 
'curreelness 1 of the solution. lNo 
wonder our schools creme ihe kind nf 
people that the Industry needs in 
immediately pack off to training 
programs like ‘Six Thinking Hats'! A 
system that accepts the possibility of 
multiple solutions will create a 
generation that has belief in. it’s ability 
to generate solutions. A generation 
Ihul bus l be eapaeily to ask - Why 
should a game of chess slop when the 
king is killed? ■ 


Ml 
OUT 

CHESS 

ONLY A CULTURE THAT CAN QUESTION ITS PAST AND 
PRESENT KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS WILL SEETHE GENESIS 
OF NEW THOUGHT. A UNIQUE NEW FORM Of AN AGE-OLD 
GAME SET RAJ MAHATME THIN KING ABOUT LIFE ITSELF 


T he game of chess draws Lu a close 
when a king is killed. Much like 
the way wurs were waged, 
historically. When all power and 
authority lies vested In one king, his 
death means sure defeat - and in battle 
or in game, there were no iwn ways 
about it. Until a group of children 1 
know ta ugh I me otherwise, 

"All 0 1 j i Chess' is a version of Use game 
where I he fight doesn't end when a 
king is knocked off the bound. I was 
mesmerised. And as the game 
progressed beyond rhe checkmate, it 
threw some more interesting 
surprises. 

Let us identify the two players us X 
and Y, At ihe Time of checkmate, X had 
almost twice the pieces nn board and tt 
was a foregone cnrhdusmn that X 
would win. X had larger resources, 
was in attack mode and continued 


with unflagging spirit Y, on 
the other hand, was fighting 
witii a smaller army and 
began lo display differem 
skills, lie began to use the 
‘tight and flight 1 technique 
w FI h d e vast ating effect. 
Soon, she game had turned 
from the engagement of two 
armies lo thal of one army 
and one guerrilla force. X 
refused to change his style 
of attacking wilh a large army backing 
him. Y. oil Ills pari, proved in be n 
master of guerrilla warfare. Within 
fifltvn mi miles, i hc-y bosh had only 
i heir queens on ihe board J X displayed 
rigidity throughout; Y displayed 
flexibility, and willingness to adapt. 
The game was a draw, hul so rue. il was 
the undisputed victory of flexibility 
over rigid! ly. 

In the corporate world, organisations 
I ha I encourage a healthy questioning 
attitude earn the sobriquet 'Learning 
Organisations'. They are often ihe 
organisations rhai lead their domain. 
There is a dire need for I his altitude to 
percolate into other aspects of society. 
It isn‘1 an easy Sluing lo dn in India, 
considering our "tradition" of noi 
questioning the authority and word of 
elders. Rm I hr earlier we start honing 
our questioning streak, ihe better, Only 
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bde on a maLintei noticing 
cxprdhion, corporate trakirr 
and cdufftior Vishwas 
Parefiurp found himself on a snow- 
clad HimaiayHn p£$fe. scanning (lie 
mountain ta nges below. He yife struck 
by n siaddeai reallsul itsri. - | IVlt I had 
been doing nothing' meaningful in my 
life. A I ifcat moment, I decided thsl l 
would not work jusl for money/ He 
chucked his cushy corporate job P 
started [etching sn Wei ham Boys 7 
.SchooSr Debra Dun,, because he 
enjoyed (each Frig, "The minute money 
stops becoming the motivating faciur. 
doors 

ami window^ open," 


PLAY inleracls with com inunity-based 
NGGs who serve as partners for long- 
lerm implementation of goals. They 
train youth from conflict -ridden 
communities in no n-eump thrive, co- 
opera live gaming techniques. The 
youth fad! it am™. many of whom are 
school dropouts, organise games for 
ibildren. 


While on a visii to the USA in the year 
?OOO r Parch u re happened in meet 
petite whn worked with Lhe 
international orgdnisatioiT, Play for 
Peace, Lnmicni leaders like Itis 
Holiness the Dalai Lama and South 
ATilta's Nelson Mandela have 
supported iht model of Play For Peace, 
and the idea mat play can teach 
children the basic human values 
irrespective of what culture, race and 
belief they belong tu, 


Fascinated by I Fie idea of using play to 
bring about peace, he derided to bring 
i he rnneepi back with him 10 India - a 
country that has a depressing track 
record of communal violence, “IF our 
society is to become more peaceful, 
our children need to have role models 
like the Dalai Lama," asserts P-arehure, 
And so PLAY [formerly Piny for Peace, 
India] was bom. 


Play for Peace is a process of 
developing leaders — local leaders who 
have a vested interest in pu.siiive 
change, and who cars most effectively 
advocate for those changes within 
their communities. 


Because the focus of Play for Peace is 
on creating more positive paihs of 
social development for children ami 
youth, we emphasize the need for teen 
leaders within these communities. 
Local youlh. with the guidance and 
involvement of fecal adults, can easily 
win the respect Of (hose children we 
need to reach and help. 


Play ^ irnpurlani. Play can he a path 
to peace - a lung- term solution to 
ininactuble patterns of violence. In a 
pure slate of pbiy, defenses crumble 
and people arc no longer conscious of 
the self When we laugh, tear melts 
away. The atmosphere of play enables 
people eo conned di redly, unfettered 
by prevailing prejudices. 


Altitudes change and people connect 
as they open rheir hearts tu new 
friendships oner considered 
impossible. Rather Ulan looking 
backward io clashes and hfartuclie, 
people look forward in h spirit of 
co I labors don and conciliation- Former 
enemies come together tu creak a 
place To coexist in peace. 


His man beings remember emOriOTa- 
ladcn events far better than neutral 
experiences, which is one reason why 
moments of joy or devpair can leave 
profound, ineradicable impressions. 


The buoyant emniinnal charge of play, 
according to some ncu rust' i end sts. can 
spark chemical processes iha® help the 
formation of strong memories. Ssrnve 
encounters of any kind will encourage 
the growth of new path wavs in Urr 
brain's networks. And positive 
enc-ountfes with people considered 
differeiii (people whom children might 
normally he raughl to tear, laijttfc hate] 









about 38.000 people and tHsjdadng 
over people in India, PLAY 

Cleared special projects id hr Ip the 
you th of rhe affected communities. 
Vo Inn leers were r mined in Peace 
Therapy itt radii 1 1 in p> . On islands Far 

From main land Lidia, where she worst 
devastation occurred, youth were 
i rained k> work with children in newly 
established activity centers. 

The same year saw PLAY partner with 
(he Asian South Faiilk- Bureau for 
Adult Education in Hyderabad \n 
develop a lonl kit for peace educators 
in Soil til Asia. 

mGHIlDUMt 

PLAY trained outreach workers of 
Chi Id I Inc (a 24/7 helpline in help 
children in distress in over 75 districts | 
in four regions of India. 

mi Qmm$ 

FLAY lias partnered with various 
orgauizaimus like Dream a Dream,, 
World Vision, Child Line, Action Aid, 
Catholic Relief Services, Oxfam Child 
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will lead to long-term* pp^ittye hard- 
wiring of the brain's limbic system, the 
?ea 1 of the c millions. Play and Itighly- 
cl larged, energetic positive itirerartlons 
will Form ihL* foundation For a new 
mindsn. 


im.mmm 

Thr communal riots In Hyderabad m 
2000 ihrcurcnud to destroy ihe social 
Fah tic of this timeless secular ei(y. 
PLAY pattnemd with Con Federation of 
Voluntary Associations jCDVA) ixi 
create a consortium of 200 voluntary 
rommutiiiy act inn agencies to help 
create cu m m unity empowerment i:hat 


was Free from any n 111 I tat inns with 
religious or political parries. 

mimmi 

In 2007, PLAY worked to meet the 
educational and emotional needs of 
children who become nTugce.s in the 
aftermath of the violent riots. Using 
the same methods of cooperative play 
ihar helped al levin it 1 communal 
cession In Hyderabad. PLAY (looped 
on to promote an attitude of 
DiTepi uncc to want all rvlsgions, und 
helped the children regain trust. 

3004, TSUNAMI 

In 2004 Tsunami struck the tuasr of 
i he India Ocean raking the lives of 


T-d promote positive relatkMishi ps amM£ the 
people of societies in conflict 

To taster leaders for peace 

To build self -sustain^ teaming 

crjinmunilies in wfii^h diftait tegjons waft 
mterdependently to build a peaceful world. 

To create a non-thfeateaing environment 
Free frojti tear, in whieh people nf nil ages 
can experience Hie joy at play. 

To create H^asting positive diat^s m 
our regions, m must rely on members of 
those mrwnioies to ptonieer and gpsde tl» 
ritenges. 


.k iroFt€Li$mH!Sra 
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is his job to go to different people in the circle 
and point to diem asking for m of the action 
-the first person in circle should take the place 
of person facing him. 


A goiTfE: using prop, A 2 inch ??ieui J nng with 
strings attached to it, placed on the ground 
inside p pi pe, Tfte pape has a ball resting on 
top, the group has to work together to deliver 
the balJ to another location. 


Using group member as the only resource the 
team has to bridge the gap between t m paints. 
The challenge is to do ic using minimum 
contact prunl with t*>e ground. 


FWL MINWlEkQS 4S 


Righrs and Shuyishav, 

In June 2008 t ht bouk was rcU:as*?d 
in Ncpa] and Play fen Pena- India 
h as b eo n actively cn n i ri b u ri n g - in 
fad I i la ting workshops to populuri^ 
ilu- £ 01)1 kil. 


P0 everyone iu fellow you. Tell them that dance 
proceeds in the rounds of 8 r 4, 2 t 1 .The steps 
are shake your left hand high jp the a?r 8 times 
then the rip hand, left leg K right leg and men 
shake your kamar / waist, ail S limes. The ne*t 
found repeats the same action, hut 4 ti mes 
only, and Eheri^nd 1. 


Groups ot 3 have so be made, Now 2 people 
stand with ifteir hands joined in the form of an 
arch of a house. Together they are Makan Malik 
(LandtoFds).The third person stands Inside the 


arch he is the Kirayedar (tenant). Now when the 
facilitator says 1 Maria lamaiik' all the pairs 
fur ming the houses mow nut and look tor a 
new frrayedar, the Kirayedar Stands hi. their 
place. If the facilitator says 'Kirayedad then the 
^rayedar (tenant) move out of their houses 
and loo?; (or a new r.nuse, this time the 
makanmaliks stay at their p;aces. 


If the facilitator says ‘earthquake 1 (jaljala) then 
everyone breaks out and oeople can Imm new 
groups and diflereni people cart come together 
lo make new bouses and find new Kirayedar 
(te^aou). If some houses aie left vacant ask 
them to break and become KirayedacWe can 
give 5 hem a count (say of 5) in which new 
bouses are to be Formed and Kirayedar needs 
to occupy their houses. 


Since 2D07 Play for Peace is n tiering 
:i rmidijJt based training approach eo 
develop icenagt^y ktmg leaders in 
cmnmunity wkh a mix of I raining 
and Held work. Right now World 
Vision India in 5 of its project is' 
developing young leaders thror.^h 
that approach* 
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Person in the middle of the circle goes around 
pointing to different people, saying 'elephant 1 . 
Tabbir, and |iiatie\ 


Elephant; Person who is painted to stretches 
one haorl In [rout and holds his nose with the 
other hand, but by bringing it from under ihe 
first stretched hand. The two people to his 
sides, turn to him, and make his 2 years by 
taking one hand to his foaad and the other to 
her waist, and move them like elephant doss. 


Rabbit Ihe person who is pointed tp takes both 
his hands to has head and makes a victory si^i 
with both of them iridinaiiog rabbit ears, she 
a^oo bends dowo a little and shows iheir teeth 
The 2 people to tier 2 sides stamp the grou nd 
with then feet which is away horn ifre center 
person. 


Giraffe: The person who is pointed at stands up 
tall with both his hands trying to reach for the 
sky. Persons on his side bend dovro towards 
him and touch bis knees symbolizing long legs, 
Now alt these actions are performed in sets of 
three, osrce the action is done you can come 
back to your normal standing position after a 
second or two, Out of three if anyone does a 
wrong action or is lata in responding, that 
person replaces the person in the center .now it 



TEACH ERS WHO TEACH HOT TELL 



MS. M1MI S SPANISH CLASS 


An Argentinian national living and teaching in India for a decade - Mini Martin is a painter by training, jewelry 
designer by hobby, and Spanish language teacher by profession. She is also a consummate polyglot who can 
speak, think and write in Spanish, English, Italian and French. 


IDT: MIHOFJELDSTtflM 
PHDEti CMraV: M MAflURl 


IF NDT A TEACHER THEN WHA1? 

A singer maybe. Or a film 
director. 

WHAT FILMS DO YOU LIKE? 

All sol'll* - even horror films* 
films wiih ghosts in them. I 
don't like going to crowded 
movie- Theatres, so l buy around 
TO- 15 films a month and watch 
ihern at home. Early in Ihc 
morning* 5 AM, before beading 
to schooi. 


YQU HAVE A DEGREE, IN PAINTING, HOW DID 
YOU BECOME A TEACHER OF SPANISH AS A 
SECOND LANGUAGE? 

I like teaching, but I knew T 
didn't want to leach line art, Sn I 
started off teaching English as. a 
second language in Argentina, 
and worked as a Iran stator, 

I si a rred i nav e S i n g a rou n d that 
time, and my travels brought pie 
1.0 India - where l started 
working as a freelance translator, 
Spanish to English and viec- 
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versa- Sorting to teach Spanish 
was the nexi step, 

SPANISH IS BECOMING A POPULAR 
LANGUAGE THE WORLD OVER, BUT THAT 
WASN r [HE CASE A DECADE AGO, WHEN YOU 
STARTED YOUR CAREER... 

I reach* German, Italian r all 
sorts of languages are accepted 
and spoken around the world - 
but Spanish as a second language 
was never popular until very 
recently. We never i bought that 
nut language was for other 
people in rhe world. We never 
thought that people would be 
interested enough In Spanish, 

Back then, there were very few 
honks published that dealt with 
Spanish translation, and most of 
them were me am. fur immigrants 
tn Spanish -speaking countries 
They were not .stiiirihFr for 
teaching or learning Spanish as a. 
second language. So I developed 
my own program, created a 
methodology on the hush of my 
observations, 

HOW IS IT LIKE TO TEACH SPANISH IN INDIA? 

Different culm res have their own 
unique way of learning* and I 
have had to adapt. Teaching 
Germans how in speak Spanish is 
different from leaching Indians 
1o speak Spanish. The big'gesl 
obstacle here Is grammar it 5 not 
a strong point with Indians, And 
this i.s nut u specific problem 
with Spanish grammar. Grammar 
is grammar in every language, 
and every language has gram mar, 

YOU HAVE TAUGHT PEOPLE RANGING FROM 
FIRST GRADERS TO COMPANY EXECUTIVES. 
HDW DO YOU fUT TOGETHER TEACHING 
MATERIAL? 

(Laugh a} Painstakingly! When I 
started researching for mater laf 
to prepare classes, 1 really didn't 
Find any. The most imp on an? 
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thing io source are good books. 
And good hooks fur younger age 
groups are even harder Lu Hud. 
The books that exist - either they 
are nor meant for learners of 
Spanish as a second language, or 
J don’t agree with the 
methodology. Many limes these 
hooks are about messages and 
phrases you have to learn, by 
heart. By now I have put together 
my material - different things For 
d Efferent age groups, Every year, 

T keep discovering more ihings.- 

CQN SIDERING THAT THERE ARE NO 
EQUIVALENTS OF ALLIANCE FRANCHISE OR 
MAX MUELLER BHAVAN AROUND WHERE 
STUDENTS MAY ABSORB SPANISH LANGUAGE 
AND CULTURE, HOW DO YOU FILL THE GAR.. 

Unlike French or German, 

Spanish isn't the domain uf one 
specific cuunlry. Smaller 
organization like InsLituio 
Cervantes teach the language 
i ll rough Spain, but there Isn't one 
big unified instliuie (like Alliance 
Francaise or rstituio Dauie 
Alighieri) funded and sun by a 
specific government. And not 
like my students can step out uu 
The road here and practice 
speaking the language either. 

Instead, ! iry to make tilings 
creative and rcul inside rhe 
classroom. The walls arc covered 
with everyday things related to 
culture - as many posters, 
magazines, brochures i can find. 
My school kids have projects that 
are connected with real life like 
creating an advertisement , or a 
menu card. Snrfir years back, the 
older children wrote and 
Illustrated storybooks in Spanish 
for tiie younger learners. Then we 
laminated and spiral hound the 
books. 

We often have music in our class, 
as part uf the lesson- I bring 
objects and reading rnalerial from 
my i ravels to share with die 


students. These things a re 
import an L fora language. And I 
get bored very easily so I have to 
save n I new Ideas every .serneMcr! 

YOU ARC A KEEN TRAVELLER, WHAT PLACES 
IN I EREST YOU? WHAT ERA OF WORLD 
HISTORY? 

I'm noE a nature person ora 
shqpping person so no 
Australia, no DuhaL 1 only travel 
Iti pfers of historical 
significance 

Thu Roman empire has got io he 
one of rny favourites - I don't 
even really know why T like it so 
much, they were quite brutal unci 
not as -ctdluntT as the Greeks' 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR INTEREST IN 
DESIGNING JEWELLERY,, .THE NECKPIECE YOU 
ARE WEARING IS QUITE FASCINATING... 

This piece you are looking at - 
it's a piece of ceramic made by a 
tribe in South Africa, and 1 got h 
'framed' into a pendant- I’m 
always looking for special things 
to use in my jewellery - things 
that mean something. 

1 work predominantly in silver 
and gemstones I don i like gold 
Urn much. 

WHAT DQ YOU CARRY IN YOUR BAG TO 
SCHOOL EVERYDAY? 

Mineral water, an umbrella,, hook 
lo read* my bathing Suit. There is 
a pool In school, hul I umn’r 
swimming so much lately. 1 carry 
a book Id read right now it's a 
book by Isaac Asimov, 

I read u Jot of Spanish authors, 
and it's hard to find books. So 
every tinier I gti In Argentina* I 
take back a bag full of books that 
\ have already read, and bring a 
bag full of new ones' ■ 
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RECOMMENDED READING 


tCXt: ARAVIHDAA. 

tOURStSY: ttWW.i H LRIPF'OCAMPUS.CUM 


SINGING FOR MRS PETTIGREW 

A STORY-MAKER'S JOURNEY 
By Michael Morpurgo 


W hat a book ihis is! We picked it up recently for the 
library and I forced myself to slow down because 
I jus I did n ' I wuni l hr Ljixhk In end. For lim.se who have 
not heard of Morpurgo, he was Children's Laureate from 
20f)5~0Pj and a prolific writer (author of over a hundred 
books!). 

Singuig fur Mrs Pi'iiigrrw is a eu I leer ion of" his essays 
and short stories, which take ihe reader [lir[>ugh !he 
ihings ihal sh:iped Morpurfio's life and his career. Calling 
himsclfa "grower n I' si nriev hr aEicmates incidents from 
his life and links it the short story lhal came from ii. 
Morpuigo’s magic lies in how personal the stories fuel 
and how hours! I hey arc. A lot of Ihe stories in ihe 
collection ait in first person and you u linos! sense ihr 
memories i he have lingered with the writer long enough 
to be woven imo a Mery. There are 11 stories a nr I ihe 
ones 1 love a little more than the others are L Meeting 
Cezanne 1 * 'I Relieve in Unicorns', 'My Father is a Polar 
Bear 1 , and The Mozart Quest ion’. 



it with it myself (as it happened with Literature) nr keep 
a I a distance (Human Physiology), k allows for a lor of 
ini rospec lion and prods ihe reader very gently ro dig out 
his memories, as he himself has done. 

Morpurgo brings alive those a spools of one's childhood 
- showing how a story-maker picks front Iils own life to 
weave a l ale. IPs not an auiobiography for what he offers 
the reader is a H deeper insight" lo maybe apprceiaie ihe 
stories a. little more. Perhaps there are, among your 
wards, those who dream of becoming a writer and this 
book will make For a great companion on that journey. 



THE ADVENTURES OF FtLLIDA 

By Satyajit Hay 
Ages 9 and above 


F eluda is not the title ol any one of Salyajil Ray's 
books but sitting down, I found it hard to single ou? 
any one book oul of ihe collodion. There's something 
supremely satisfying about reading a Feluda story, Ii 
evokes a eerlain complete ness of experience that only a 
well-era fled detective novel can do. J can go on and on 
but here's some background to the books themselves. 


The reason T'vr recommended it for teachers is because 
it somehow reminded of my own childhood, going back 
to i kings that I cherish. Of school, the teachers J 
remember are I hose who were able lo earn ray affection. 
Physics was a favourite subject during the one year dial 
Sr Savio mug In ti because this gentle nil n never iost her 
temper. She spent more lime leaching ns prayers 
preferring them to trivial pursuits of Lrtergy and Mailer. 
With a few oilier Icachcrs, their obvious love for the 
subject kept me hooked long enough lo cither fall in love 


Feluda is one of Ray’s best-known literary creations. A 
super sharp detective, Pradosh Mirier aka I eluda by the 
hhudmhk reminds nmc rtf Holmes bin is closer home 
since rhe KoSkaia of feluda carries die whilT of musiard 
oil and the cacophony of honking vehicles. Like Holmes, 
feluda lias a trusling companion* his cousin Top she and 
the two are often joined by Lalmohan Balm who is a bit 
of a bungling writer. Together, they solve mysteries rhai 
baffle !bc best minds in I hr business. Feluda T of course, 
is the perfect detective - cool and composed with a razor 
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sharp mind. The Tories, all hough wrilfcn years ago (ihe 
first Feluda stoiy appeared in 19G1 t in Sandesh, a Bengali 
children's magazine slarlcr] by Ray's grand In I her) churl 
feel daied. Ferhaps the only time you realize that it's 
from a different decade is when Feluda lights Inis 
ciga relic, so un ■polificafiy correct for a children's hook 
nowadays. 

Ray wrote in Bengali and in all 1*> Feluda stories made 
their way inlo i he lives of his readers creating u fan 
Following that still exists in Bengal and now to the res* 
of the cmmlry. Imikm publishers looking. ] assume, lor 
‘quality' children's writing, struck gold with these stories. 
The translations I have been reading arc by Gopa 
Majurudar anil Oiilrila Baiicrjcc lor Fuflln Books. 
Having never read the original in Bengali (despite buying 
a copy ofl. earn Bengali in 30 days) 1 can only say rhat 
1 1 1 ey were l he) rough ly e r i j r nyj i h I e a n d I n to m i n e n d l he m 
wiili all the gusto I can muster. Look out fur these bonks, 
published under the series. The Adventures of Feluda, by 
l-Yriguiii India. 

EM II AND THE THREE TWINS 

By Erich Kasiner 
Ages 9 lo 12 


T his is not a new book [published in 1931} but while 
looking For more slorics of sleuths and detectives, T 
wandered around the library and this book stood oui. 
Three twins? That's a mystery to solve in itself, f thought 
as I picked ii o IT the shelf 

I quickly realized that this was the second book in the 
scries (seem !o be making a habii of ilJl hut Kastner 
endeared himself to me with his lwo ini rod uci urns u ^ 
F.mil and the Tkrar Twins - the first for beginners who 
haven’t read die ilrsi Idle, Emit and tin' Dei re tires, and 
another for experts who are ready for the next 
mi venture. 

Originally written in German after the First World War. 
i hr honk is simply marvelous. Finil’s Friend, ihe Professor 
lias just Inherited a house in die seaside and warns lo 
invite his friends. Fmik Gustav and Little Tuesday. Here, 
even as ihcy begin lo enjoy I heir holiday^ adventure 
comes in the form of an acrobat and his twins. The plot 
thickens with llir aerolml handling a plan In give up on 
one twin who’s getting too heavy for the job. Emil and 
his Friends are horrified that a father could do such a 
thing and deckle lo save I he I win from this iragcdy by 
foiling I he plan. 



IPs a nil her mad book but so thoroughly enjoyable. 
Kastner lived through both the world wars and was 
against rhe Nazi rule. Consequently his books were 
harmed in Germany [luring the Second World War A 
quick Book at Wikipedia will reveal a Ealenicd tmd a 
prolific writer for children,* What works for Lmii mid thv 
ihrci' in-ins is lhai ii es an un pretentious stcuy Thai spills 
very easily into the author's world, seeming almost real 
and not en si rely fictional. And J found ii lo ir refreshing 
change from i he lu I it books i hr American sleuth teams 
of Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys, or the British 
Famous Five sort of mysteries that somehow takeover 
this genre. 


THE GOOD READING GUIDE 

■ Ben'sInjfTHier by Racbtf ksatfow Ages 6 to 7 

■ Bovs -and Girls of tt w Worttf j Wy Wwl<t) j^es 3 to / 

■ ThP- HelpiJig. Hand by kaanakshi Bataaibrassrifin 5 to 7 

m ITii:- Minmsoi linker fite Advenes tola and Woofv) 5 to 7 

m iWisil with BHpmin Franklin Visit viitn) Affi 7 to 9 

■ Dog, Detective RarijUa by Partap Sharma Affi$ 7 to 9 

■ Nate ihe Great and the Missing Pillowcase (Nate ths {tot) Affix 7 to 9 

■ Who Moved My Cheese lor Kids by Sfwnrni Johf^n rimb CtoiSSian 
Jahnsan Ages 7 and above 

■ Emn and the three Twins by Frinh K»ner fl to 12 

■ Four Kera&s and a Green Bean! by Narzan Gangn^dbya/y Ages, 9 to 12 

■ Feluda by Saty^it Ray.%es 9 and above 

■ Sarwry IteyEa and the HoL-ei lluel by WendBlin Van Draanerv Age s 9 am/ 
above 

■ Fny-tale Detectives (the Sisters Grimm series) by Michael Buckley 
A&s 9 to Ii 

■ From me MixeG-op Fites, of Mrs Basil E. FraitMer by a Koni$irg-JtyH 
9 and atm 

■ Red Sky in the Morning by EHzatetb Laird Ages 12 find atme 

m SlQfmbreefcfeT (Alty. Rider series) byAnthoib hotwili Ages 12 and 
above 

m Pato of isugfwflr by ton Borkelev f 2 mtf above 

u Ite Case of the Coptftt ClaiEvayafiE fThr: Strawt Gays) 

dtfes 12 anb above 

■ Sin^nglor Mrs Pettigrew, a slwy-makar's journey by Michael Morpiiigo 
Far ieacUers 

■ *tie No.l Ladces Detective Afibilcy tjy&fflfaralef McCall Smith for 
lead ten 


tittpOlA. 

Joined Hippocampus to be abound boohs. Likes 
writing and tries to earn a living ftom it. Loves Hie 
company of tings. Agrees ctmtpie'ely with the 
anon Zeii master who said, r t never get IgsL 
ttfcause I daiVi know where I'tfl gulag," 
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MUST 


Three films by Indian directors - evocative and fable-like r with protagonists on a quest for something 
beautiful and true. Recommended by Iggy Ahiuwalia, film fiend who has dabbled with line producing, set & 
production styling, and direction. 


THE SLUE UMBRELLA 

ms 

flin-rlnr: VtFhal Etharailw^j 
Casa: Pantaj flanu'. Shreiri ^rm?, 
DotftyAlilLwalia 
RiiiHirra: S'.l :iin:; 

LflnguagP H: nit* 


Synopsis: 

Young Bintya lives a poor lifestyle 
in a small village in mountainous 
and snowy Himachal Pradesh 
along with her widowed mother 
and wrestler brother. She 
entertains various tourists, and 
while doing so with some lourisis 
from Japan, Inules in her bear- 
tooth amulet with a blue umbrella, 

She Esnd her uni lire I hi I situ me very 
popular with both tourists and the 
local villagers, A restaurant 
owner, Nandki shore Khatri, takes a 
fancy to this umbrella and 
a I tern pis several limes Lo buy if off 
of her - in vai n. Then one day 
while tending to her two cows, rive 
umbrella goes m l ssi n g. The enlire 
village sympathizes wiih Jilt. She 
suspects Nandkishore, and the 
police I urn his house upside down 
but are unable to locate rhe 
missing umbrella. 

An embittered and upset 
Nandkishore orders a red-;] ml - 
white Japanese umbrella and, in 



lurn, becomes immensely popular 
with the local villagers as well as 
with tourists. The quesiion 
remains: where did Biniya's 
umbrella disappear to, and will she 
ever recover il? 


im 

ft radliy SiinM Siwan 

Cast R ShM.iplf h, Pript. lanajpraj, 

Parana tiwara^ 

Runtime: tiV mim, 

I ani'ii^: Tiinnl 


A magical portrait of the inner life 
of Mallh a prior eighl-yeur old girl. 
Mull] works lo help her parents 
collect firewood and plays with her 
besl friend, ihe deaf ami mute 
daughter of a middle class family. 
She longs fora new hrighi yellow. 
Hu ring her qtiesl she meets an old, 
local storyteller, who shares with 
her a story of a magieal blue stone 
that can cure her hcM friend's 
muteness. 

Wiih new horizons to pursue, she 
sets off to find this mysterious blue 
wishing stone, ami a magical blue 
bead (bat purportedly will restore 
her friend's hearing. Depicted wiih 
a surreal, occasionally nightmarish 
texture, the film lyrically shows 


MALU 



Synopsis: 


both the easy friendships anti hitter 
disup [Joint men Is of childhood anti 
the power of the imagination. 


2m 

Pinectw Vishal Bhflrariwaj 
Cast Srmeta Prasad, Stiabana teuii, 
:t L! 1 ■ : 1 1 1 mi! 1 . 

Ung.u.3^; Wind*- 


Synopsis: 

In a small Nonh Indian village. 
Legend has It that a 300 years-old 
witch lives in an abandoned 
mansion on rhe village nul skirts, 
and any person wise goes inside is 
Turned into an animal. In the same 
village a clever, naughty girl named 
rhunni lives wiih her widowed 
father, grandmother and her 
id nil leal iwin Munni r who is just 
the exact opposite of Cbunni in 
man fieri sms. 

One day, Lhuitni’s prank causes 
Munni enters the witch's mansion 
and the witch lurrts her in I u a hen. 
Chunni strikes a deal with Makdee - 
that she will present Makdee wiih 
100 hens in exchange for Munni in 
human form. How she manage this 
task forms she crux of ihe resi of 
i his fun -filled children's movie. ■ 


ftlAKD£f 
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‘L’ is for Letting Be 

What adults often forget is that boredom is the mother of invention! 

TO: GQURl UftNCi 
ILLUSnmiDN:WJHVmsmi 



rfi little 
QLV \QtiZP 

\ IS ALL 

i J 


M ost kbl^ u>d Eiy arc far coo 
supervised. Their lime is 
u ct - o u cl i rt J Fo r, ni a n u i e - 
to-minute. We have tjccnme a 
severely activity- oriented .society 
- adults ami children. There seems 
to be no scope lo simply sir 
around, or potter around, nr 
scribble idly. All these are seen as 
ci ‘wasce of time’. In our bid to 
l rccu ri i e con sei enti o u s a n d 

efficient parents, many of us are 
all ached to the notion e hoi 
everybody should be either busy 
or asleep ! 

Besides iheir studies and 
m u n da n e da t ly ac 1 t v i i irs, we pu sb 
children into Creative activities’ - 
again, for a supervised, regulated, 
clearly demarcated lime. While 
(Ids may he enjoyable for kids, il 
d oesn ’t always i rim s I ate into 
enhanced creativity - or 
relaxation, for that matter. 
Creativity, like relaxation, needs 


vacant space, where rhe mind is 
;il lowed to run in meandering 
directions not all of them 
"fruitful’ in any immediate sense. 
We send kids to a crcalivily 

workshop so that they come home 
with a painting, collage or picture 
frame. We se nd I hern 10 cricket 
coaching, so that they get a break 
from similes and Ibe benefit of 
sports. But we rarely give them the 
leisure eo "aimlessly 1 stare into 

space or imagine things. 

Remember your childhood pastime 
of bouncing a rubber ball between 
palm and ground, without a break? 
Rente m bin ' p lay i ng a rot i n d 1 w kh 
different kinds of lettering or doodles 
oil paper? This was not sport’ or 
‘creativity* in the modern sense of 
I he terms hut it was relaxing, 
enjoyable, arid may even have 

enhanced your baud -eye co- 

ord in Fit ion and drawing skill! 


Today, we ate terrified of mi r kids 
being bored. What we overlook, is 
that boredom is she mother of 
invention! Countless imaginaiivc 
games, activities, jokes, projects 
and coo versa! ions have emerged 
From the fact thal a bunch of 
children were 'bored' in their 
holidays and had to invent a way 
to entertain themselves. 

We complain lhai kids lack focus 
and end up daydreaming during 
school hours. One reason why ibis 
happens Is iliai children are so 
over supervised at home, iheir 
lime Is so accounted for - many of 
them find ii easier to 'disconnect* 
and unwind in e!ass P where rhey 
can he physically present, ami no 
one will notice that their minds 
have wandered off. Lack of 
l o rie e n I ra l i n n and d i s t r li ct cd 

behaviour, then become ihc 
common complaints voiced by 
pa mi Is and leathers. 

We, as adults, need lo learn rhe 
valuable art of Letting be. So lhai 
the natural instinct for 
exploration, discovery, invention, 
enjoy men t and relaxation can take 
over, and children be children 
again, m 




GflURI DANGE IS THE ALfFHOR 
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17MAICQ BOOKS, 2008) AN j> 

"3 ZAKtA MANSION' (PCNGUIH, 
m&) m A COLUMNIST FOR 
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HIMACHAL PRADESH TOPS IN 
EDUCATION, HEALTH 

Shimia: Himachal Pradesh has. 
been imcc again ranked the best- 
governed state in I he country 
with regard to progress in road 
connectivity and social sectors 
like education and health, an 
official statement said on 
Tuesday. 

The hill state has been adjudged 
I he first state in the country to 
achieve the target of 
uni verbalisation of elementary 
education and 100 percent 
literacy, even ahead of Kerala. 
The statement said the state lias 
20 percent enrolment in colleges, 
which is twice I he national 
average. 

TEACHERS MAY WORK TILL THE 
AGE OF SIXTY FIVE YEARS 

New Delhi: Raising I hr 
retirement age for tun versify and 
college teachers to 65 years and 
taking up measures to break 
stagnation in their rarer r growth 
are among a set of steps that the 
UUC-up poi n Led pay - re vi si on 
committee will recommend for 
making 1 he profession attractive. 

The committee headed by G K 
Chad ha met here on Sunday and 
decided So suggesl pm vision of 
additional incentives a l entry 
level for teachers and a set of 
new benefits to ensure l hat 
teachers get a "decent deal" 

"At present, the retirement age 
varies from state to state. There 
are states where il is. 't-S years, 
while certain states have 5S t 60, 


62 and 65. We will suggest 65 
years which wilf be of immense 
benefit for institutions and 
students;" Chadha told reporters. 

Besides, the career of teachers 
becomes stagnant altera certain 
stage. The committee will look at 
ways to break the stagnation to 
bring I he enthusiasm back to 
teachers, Ihe commit lee will 
suggest additional incentives jjr 
entry level which could be in the 
form of some kind of academic 
allowances or allowance for 
working in remote and 
inaccessible areas. AGENCIES 

ZERO GRADE IN GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOLS 

Bangalore: Similar to 
kindergarten in private schools, 
the state government has 
introduced pre-school system, 
for the first time, enabling (he 
children from lower strata of the 
society to experience the 
schooling system before gelling 
into a regular school. 

Termed as "Zero Grade ', ihe 
government has introduced this 
in 593 schools I oca led in 
Bangalore noith and south last 
month, on a pilot basis. The aim 
is to ensure sitioolh e run sit ion of 
children from pre-school to Class 
1 and also to reduce drop-out 
rates. The focus is on improving 
the overall development of a 
child. 

"One of the reasons for the drop- 
out is sibling care. Must parents 
go for work and leave the 
younger one in care of older 
child. Thus forcing ihc child to 
stay back. In this system, the 
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younger sibling can be left in pre- 
school while (he older sibling can 
attend the school. Jn this way, (he 
child need not drop out from the 
school jus) Lo lake cane of ihe 
sibling' 1 S Selva Kumar, state 
project di reel or, Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (SSA) told TOl, He added 
that parents can leave the 
children at ihe pre-school as it is 
"safe and seen re" Children in ihe 
age group of three and-a-half and 
live ivil! he enrolled for pre- 
school, 

TEACHING ENGLISH THROUGH 
PLAYS 

Kerala: Earlier, students used to 
mug up poems included in the 
school syllabus. No) any more, 
“Mow a student can visualise, 
choreograph it or even act it out 
in the class* " says Sarva Ssksha 
Abhiyan (SSA) Urban Resource 
Ccnine iraincr Sabitha Sekhar, 
who has been coordinating a 
three -day residential workshop 
‘Cinderella 1 for selected English 
teachers from across the district at 
the Youth Hostel at Fusi Hill here. 

The workshop was an attempt to 
explore various ways of using 
I heal rica I techniques in teaching 
English language, say ihe 
organisers. According lo Ms. 
Subilha, ihe idea of teaching 
language has undergone a sea 
change of late, especially wilh 
novel ways being incorporated to 
the school curriculum. ''The use ol" 
theatre is one such. 1 * she says. 

‘Cinderella" is an SSA project lo 
help schoolchildren to acquire 
English language skills in creative 
and entertaining ways. The 
workshop focused on the role of 


theatre in the teaching and 
learning of English language and 
literature. 

"I i was a novel, refreshing 
experience, II gave ran’ insights 
into tire possibilities of using 
Ihealfies in reaching English/ 1 
says A, F rasa n no Kumari* a 
participant. 

PREMJJ FOUNDATION TO TRAIN 
TEACHERS 

Bangalore: Azim Prernjl 
Foundation will set tip a 
university, aimed at c rearing a 
pool of education professionals 
and to develop teacher educators 
and academic - resource. The 
country has 13 lakh schools and 
55 lakh teachers. 

“We need various kinds of 
professionals in education, teacher 
educators arid education 
managers. The university will also 
do a lot of education related RftD, 
The aim is to bring about systemic 
changes in education delivery. The 
finer details of the project are sill! 
being worked out;' said D sleep 
Ranjekao CEO fc Azim Fremji 
Foundation. 

Azim Premjl Foundarion, the 
corporate social responsibility arm 
of IT major Ws pro, recently 
expressed interest in sell [ ng up a 
private university in Karnataka. 
The foundation, which has been 
working with the education 
department in the state assisting 
the go ve r n ment i n faei l i i ui E n g 
computer literacy among school 
children, was now eyeing on 
selling up a university lo train 
teachers and others involved in 
education 


MAJOR SHIR IN PRIMARY 
SYLLABI 

According to the Union Mini.siry 
of Human Resources, new syllabi 
have been prepared for quality 
enhancement in the learning 
process of children. The syllabi 
will be published soon, ii said, 

MCFRT has undertaken an 
exhaustive exercise spanning over 
two years to frame the syllabi ihal 
will reflect "a major shift from the 
ex isl i n g I ea ch i ri g - lea m i ng 
process, the outcome of which 
was based on a number of field 
(rials,, works hops and seminars," 
sources in the ministry said. A 
draft source book was also 
prepared and presented by 
teachers in 160 .selected schools 
across the country to further 
modify and enrich the draft 
document, the sources added. 

The National Curriculum 
Framework of 200& underlines a 
significant pedagogical shift in 
education towards learning and 
teaching, requiring suitable 
adjustments in textbook writing, 
classroom interaction and learner 
assessment, they said. 

II views assessment, especially at 
the primary level, as a meaningful 
and comprehensive process 
pertaining lo ihe quality and 
extent of a child's learning, 
construction of knowledge and 
her/his interests and attitudes 
towards learning which may he 
manifested in various activities, 

To ensure proper implementation 
and trial of the draft source book 
wilhin selected schools, a number 
of significant prcparai.fi ry 
activities were taken up. a 
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SRlUALA SWAMI was a film editor from the FTIL Pune, Now she writes poetry 
ami fiction and brings up her son. Her first OCfetitWi Of poeh* A f^hctdsH. 
Survival, was puhEished by The Sahitya tolemi in 2TJ07. Three bo'rite Tor 
very young chrldren are due to be published by Pratham in November 200S. 
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END NOTE 



Conversations with Kartik 

Everyday occurrences are a rich source of conversation, and deconstructing them can add a lot of 
meaning to what children formally learn, discovers Ashish Raj pas. 


C hildren h avv their own minds, 
and they aren't just low-end 
models of the adult mind. To 
really understand this, you need 
that rare quality - genuine 
euriousily. A m3 you need to have 
conversations - the sort where I hey 
do most of the talking, not you, 

Tliis can be difficult for most 
adults* hardwired us ihey tine In 
quickly supply the Tig hi answer*. 

We’ve been having some 
conversations this past month, my 
nine -year old son Kartik and I. 
they’ve ranged from how babies' 
are made, to voting on the nuclear 
deal, to Journey to the Center of the 
Earth. In the process, Kartik cleared 
m i sen neepi ions abtml I he navel,, 
defined democracy, and linked 
science with seam work. 

ON HOW RABIES ARE MADE 
This is the dreaded one. Can any 
parent be ready enough? I didn’t 
have this conversation during my 
own childhood and am too aware 
of all thai can be mis- 1 a light and 
mis-deamt, when all Lhat the child 
needed was a straight answer. [ was 
determined to meet the baby 
question head-on. It happened 
sooner i hen 3 ex pee led during a 
dining table chat about someone 
getting married, 

K: Fa, why do you have to he 
married to have a baby? 

MriBcrause you need a. man and a 
woman for a baby to happen. 

K: How does a baby happen? 

Me : It’s made in I he mom's 
stomach and emerges when its 
ready, 

K: But what does I he man do? 

Me: (Long pause) hot a baby to be 


made you need eggs from a man 
and eggs front a woman in mix... 

K: Where do a man's eggs come 
Emm? 

Me: from his penis, 

K: Won't they mix with piss?! 

Mi-: Wo l hey don't, 

K: So how do the eggs go inio I he 
woman's stomach? 

My el even -year old daughter, Avni, 
pitches in, blushing, “You have to 
mix them in water and drink it upH 
Unsure if she's kidding or not, I 
troop along. 

Me: You don't drink them up. Ihe 
eggs have to be put in another way, 
K: From ihe betly-hullnn? 

Me: (Another km# pause} Through 
the woman L s vagina, which is 
different from a man's penis. 

Karl Ik’s eyes lower a hit, as dors his 
voice. “So you have to do it 
w i t h on i you r clothes. 

An hour or so later, at bedtime. 

Me: Kansk, is there anything more 
you want to talk about. I ho pi- 
nothing is bothering you. When 1 
was your age and found out about 
how babies line made, T was very 
disturbed... 

K: (Distantly) No. I always use to 
wonder - whai did a rooster do, 
when only a hen laid eggs. I just 
did not think it was the same for 
humans, 

OWVOTING 

Wed out walch much TV, bi.il we 
did turn It on when the nuclear deal 
was being voted on- in parliament. I 
had underestimated his readiness 
for discussing democracy. 

K: Why am’ they vol in g? 

Me: Because they want permission 
to have this agreement with 
America, 


K: Why does the government nerd 
permission, it can do what it wants. 
Me: May lie in some places, but not 
in a democracy it can t. Ii has u> 
have ihe permission of the 
parliament, 

K: And we choose the parliament? 
Me: Yes 

K: Oh... so the government cannot do 
whatever it wants. 

ON TEAMWORK 

l strongly recommend Journey to 
the Center of the Earth - both H the 
book by Jules Verne, and the him. 
In the film, a scientist, his nephew, 
and their mountain guide set out in 
Ihe Footsteps of the nephew's father 
Max - who went missing in his 
expedition to the center of the 
earth. After a stunning adventure 
they make it In Ihe renter of the 
earth and back. 1 knew Kan Ik had 
loved i hr film because the popcorn 
lay untouched on hi.s lap. 

K: 1 loved the part when they come 
hack upt 

Me: Su how did they come up? 

K: Water mixed with the hoi luva, 
and the steam pushed them up. 

Me: Anil how did i hey know that? 

K: They followed Max's plan, he 
hud written this down. But why 
didn’t Max make il back? 

Me: Why do you think? 

K: (Thinks a while) He was alone 
and they were n tram? 

Knowledge is not acquired - it is 
const rutted. To wa tch children 
build their web of meaning is 
exhilarating; to join them in the 
process is to revisit the child wilhin 
us. It's when real learning happens, 
and relationships are truly built. 

And it's well worth the siruggSc lo 
create time and space for these. * 
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